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PREFACE. 


So numerous are the writers of 


diſtinguiſhed abilities that have, 


within theſe few years, condeſcend- 
ed to devote a portion of their time 
to the inſtruction of youth, that 
there appears little occaſion for thoſe 
of moderate talents to aſſume the 
preceptive office. 
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That the following correſpond- 
ence was beneficial in its effects to 
„„ the 
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the individuals to whom the letters 
were originally addreſſed, may be 
admitted by thoſe readers, who, 
notwithſtanding, may condemn their 
publication. The partiality of friend- 
ſhip 1s fo well known to nuflead the 
moſt judicious, that by ſeeking to 
apolog1ze for being in this inſtance 
governed by the opinion of even 
ſenſible perſons, under the influence 
of perſonal regard, would be weak 
in the extreme. | 


Let the ſincerity of . my inten- 
tions, and my zeal for promoting 
the intereſts of religion, as conmec- 
ted with the happineſs of the hu- 
man race, be conſidered, while the 


varlCus 


PREFACE 
various defects perceptible to the 
eye of the critic paſs in review be- 
fore the accurate obſerver. 


Should I be in any degree ſuc- 
ceſsful in drawing the attention of 
the younger part of my own ſex 
from frivolous purſuits to Objects 
hitherto diſregarded by many of 
them, I ſhall feel abundantly recom- 
Periſed; while forthoſe young ladie 
over who!e education I have had the 
honor of preſiding, 1 hope ever to 
feel as lively an intereſt, as when I 
had daily opportunities of recom- 
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mending application to the indoicnt, 


1 
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and rewarding the moritorious exer- 


tions of the induſtrious. 


Len lon, March 13, 1799. 
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ERR ATA. 


For wvriter read auritten. 
For is read be. | 
For @ read oral, 


For zs read be. 


For fartner read partners. 
For his read ibis. 
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| LETTER I. 


To As Mary Johnson. 


March " - 4500 


Wa the idea of inſtructing my pu- 
pils by letter firſt entered my mind, to 
begin with my dear Mary followed as 
inſtinctively, ab I know her cheek will 
glow with honeſt pride at having been 
conſidered worthy of ſuch a diſtinction. 
However, as this ſheet will mot pro- 


bably be peruſed by thoſe who have not 

had an opportunity of diſcovering the _ 

| amiableneſs of my young friend's diſpo- x] 
poſition, 1 feel it incumbent on me to 
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declare, that were you not my ſenior 


ſcholar, and, on that account, | were 


there no other entitled to this prefer- 


ence, your defire to contribute to the 
happineſs, and to concitizte the affecti- 
ons of your compeers, would lead you 


to ſhun a diſtinction, the acceptance of 


which would be, in any degree, likely 


to deprive you of this power. 


Lou are not to imagine, my dear girl, 


that I have taken up my pen from any | 


. FR : | 
other motives than an intention to ſerve 
you; and, in the end, reflect honour on 


myſelf, as having been inſtrumental to 


your improvement. I will, it is true, 


allow you to poſſeſs ſenſibility of heart, 
quickneſs of apprehenſion, and other 
ineſtimable qualities but you muſt not 
be offended if J ſometimes point out as 


a fault, 


no great reſpeck or veneration. 


| ( Ly 


4 fault, what y0u-cherith as a perfection. 
to whom you may apply on all emergen- 


cies. However ſevere you may deem ſome 

of my remarks on the. firſtperuſal, I Hat. 
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ter myſelf you will return to them: with 


pleaſure, when, nauſeated by the fulſome 
praiſes of thoſe for whoſe judgment or 
| diſcriminating Powers ou may entertain 
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Voung as you are, my ſweet friend, 


you have already ſeer” the linſtability of 
worldly poſſeſſions, which by ſome are 
confidered-as- their chief good. To a 


mind endued with the ſmalleſt degree of 


fortitude; the deprivation of ſuch exter- 


nal advantages is not felt; but as it 


wounds us in the perſons of thoſe to 
whom we are attached by the double ties 
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of affinity and gratitude, this is the 
barbed arrow, ſo transfixed in the heart,” 
4 that every effort to extract it appears in- 
. effectual. To behold a much revered 
1 parent bending under the weight of bo- 
dily infirmities and mental decadency, 
. not the effect of old age, but that of the, 
ingratitude and treacherous conduct of 


id | perſons in whom he placed unbounded 
F; : confidence, is, in truth, a trial of the ſe- 


| i vereſt kind. In the bitterneſs of our 
IB, TH 1 ES, \ 
bY hearts we are tempted to repine at our 


inability to alleviate- his forrows, and to 


contribute thoſe indulgencies, which af- 
fluence alone can command. 


Let us pauſe a while and remember 


what we were before we encountered ad- 
verſity. Should we then as readily have 
ſacrificed our pleaſures and engagements 


* 
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for 
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for the ſupreme ſatisfaction of attending 


the chamber of ſickxneſs? Should we have 


applied ourſelves with the ſame ardour 
to the cultivation of thoſe talents, that we 


now feel the ſolid advantage of poſſeſ- 


our infant minds, and exerting our beſt 
_ endeavours to become uſeful. members of 


ſociety, do we not more effectually 
ſmooth the rugged path to the grave, 


than by laviſhing ſums of money in pro- 


curing luxuries: for which it is. likely all 
reli is loſtꝰ 


In thus communing with ourſelves, do: 
we not find that there are many health- 
ful ingredients mingled in the draught, 
which we once deemed ſo noxious? In 


youth we are too apt to overlook what 


8. 
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ſing? By proving ourſelves worthy of 
the precepts inſtilled with ſuch care into” 


{6% * 
is pleaſant i in our preſent ſituations, and 
to place our happineſs on things. beyond 


our reach. With hearts open as day 


ty melting charity,” we pine at reviews 
ing the circumſcribed” ſtate of our fie. 


nances, ſincerely wiſhing that our mearid 


ccul4 keep pace with our wiſhes. Bey | 
lieve me, who have lived among people 


to whom a guinea was of leſs, value than 


a ſhilling i is tO YOU or me, that they are 


much poorer, and in general have lefs 


inclination to relieve the children of po- 
verty and affliction than thoſe in a more 


moderate ſphere. 


The poſſeſſion of riches brings along 
with it a train of wants, of which at this 
moment you can have no conception. 
Uninterrupted proſperity almoſt always 


fears the heart; and it requires ſevere 


trials 
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trials and diſpenſations to hinder us from 


forgetting what manner of perſons we 
le. 8 5 | 


Ins the preſent rage for levelling dif- | 
tin&tions, it has become faſhionable” tb 
deſcant on the pride of thoſe who boaſt 2 
long train of anceſtors, and who, from an 
exertion of their own abilities, would 
never have been maſters of an acre of 
land, or a hundred pounds in the world. 
Though myſelf a plebeian, 1 am inclined 
| "YO allow more merit to the patricians, 
than ſome of our modern reformiſts are 
willing to award them. In my journey 
through life, I have ſeen no character 
fo ſupercilious, ſo puffed up with its own | 
Importance, as the man of wealth, whoſe | 
property is of his own acquiring: he 
does not call to mind, That the battle 
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is not to the frong, nor the race to the 


22 „ but that time and chance happeneth 
to all men.” He believes others would 


have been equally ſucceſsful had they 
employed the ſame means: he pities the 
credulous fool who meets ruin- by be- 


coming ſurety for his friend; and can 


view thoſe whom he profeſſes to regard 


ſtruggling with adverſe circumſtances, 


which he might have prevented by mere- 


ly exciting his intereſt, had he not been 


ſo wrapped up in his own ſecurity, as to 


be wholly indifferent, except to what re- 


lated immediately to himſelf. Living 


without attachments, he becomes ſuſpi- 


cious of all who approach him: he im- 


putes their attentions to mercenary mo- 


tives; and if the natural inflexibility of 


his temper be by any means ſubdued, 


when left to his own meditations, he re- 


lapſes, 


＋ F 
lapſes, and fails in thoſe delicate atten- 
tions which ſo readily flow where philan- 
thropy has any ſway in the human breaſt. 
Can we envy-ſuch a perſon the power'of 
doing good: > Rather ſhall we dread that 
the curſe denounced againſt thoſe who 
add hor iſe to houſe, and field to field, will: 
fall heavily on their head. 


A Chriſtian bearing misfortunes, as be- 
comes the diſciple of the meek and lowly 
| Jeſus, is an object to be contemplated with 

admirationandreverence: : the hope, which 
his confidence in the goodneſs of the Al-- 
mighty infpires, enables him to act with a 
vigour, and to ſuffer with a patience, 
more than human. He commits his cauſe 
to that friend who never forſakes thoſe 
who put their” truſt in him; and he be- 
lieves that a chearful reſignation. to the 
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divine will, not only to be his bounden 


duty, but that the all-ſceing eye receives 
it as a free-will offering, worthy of accept- 
ance at the Throne of Grace. 
'F F 
How doubly endearing are filial at- 
tentions, when the parent fe fe: els. that he 
has nothing to beſtow in return for them, 
excepting his benediction; aud that in 
order to obtain that, all other gratifica- 
tions are forgotten, A family, whoſe 


ties are cloſer knit together, becauſe they 


| require the ſupport of each other, may be 


truly deemed a glorious, ſight! Should 
theſe bonds be difſevered by their be- 


coming independent, is it not probable 


they were far happier, when the wor d 
conceived them at the loweſt ebb: ſo 
ſuperficial iS -our knowlege of the inte- 


riour 
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riour when we judge only from the ex- 
terak : 


It is with much pain, my dear girl, I 
proceed to that part of my ſelf-impoſed 
raſk, which I know will wound your 
gentle nature. In the hope of caſing. 
you in a mold ſomewhat rougher I make 
this attempt; for in truth, you are too 
© tremblingly alive” for your own peace; 
and it is abſolutely neceſſary that you 
ſhould ſtrive to blunt the acuteneſs of your 
feelings, if you wiſh to preſerve health; 
and to render thoſe around you happy. 


If at this moment, when in full poſſeſ⸗ 
ſion of the confidence and eſteem of your 
ſuperiors, the tear is ready to ſtart on the 
moſt trivial occaſions, how: ill will you in 


future bear the groſs language of perſons . 
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greatly your inferior in every point, 
(weight of purſe only excepted) and to 
whom it may be neceſſary for you to bow. 
Even in the moſt endearing of all 
connections, that of huſband and wife, 
a woman endowed with ſo large a 
portion of ſenſibility runs a riſk of having 
it conſtantly wounded 3 and there are 
thoſe in the world who know how to take 
advantage of ſuch diſpoſitions, while their 
own minds are apathy itſelf. Suffer me 
to tell you, that the defect (for ſuch it 
certainly may be called) is not ſo much 
conſtitutional, as owing to the pernicious 
habits in which you indulge yourſelf. 
You are fond of reading; but have you 
not accuſtomed yourſelf to dwell with 

delight on books written in the ſtyle of 


, whoſe proſe run mad, you deem 


to be the very criterion of elegant ſimplicity. 


] bave 


Taq} 


; 1 have encouraged: you and thoſe of 


my pupils who are of an age to have an 
opinion of their own, in the practice of 


delivering your ſentiments freely to me 
on any topic. You will recolle& when 


this production was diſcuſſed, with what 
tenacity you expreſſed your ideas, as if it 
had been of no conſequence what other 
people thought of them, provided that 


you yourſelf were fatisfied of their being 


judicious and proper : I reprehended you 


at the time, and noted the circumſtance, | 
in order to point out to you at ſome 
future interval, the impropriety of deli- 


vering as fixed opinions, what I was cer- 


rain a very little experience and reflection 


would prove to be erroneous. Had you 
the power under this roof of purſuing 
ſtudies of this kind, with the avidity that 


your 
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your unreſtrained inclinations would moſt 


|  Hikely lead you to do, IT am convinced 
your own good ſenſe would ſoon diſcover 


the emptineſs of ſuch inflated, high 
ſounding periods, and point out the ab- 


ſurdity of waſting time, which might be 


ſo much better employed. I am by no 
means deſirous of prohibiting romances ;z _ 
there are ſome that do honour to the 


country in whoſe language they are 


compoſed, and as a relief to more ab- 
ſtruſe reading, are excellent, If you 


are fond of narrative, read the hiſtory of 
your native country, related in the nerv- 


ous elegant ſtyle of Mr. Hume : there 
are many books of this kind of equal 
merit to ſucceed ; though will not deter 
you from commencing a proper courſe of 


ſtudy by furniſhing. you with too long a 


lift at once. I have lafely put into your 


hands 


— 5 
bands che Iliad and Odyſſey of Homer, 
the peruſal of which afford you pleaſure, 
I. am myſelf partial to epic poems, 


and wiſh young people who have a taſte 


for the hergic, to indulge ir by cultivat- 
ing an intimacy with works of eſta. 
bliſhed merit, ſuch as thoſe already 


named „Dryden's Virgil, Milton's Para- 


diſe Loſt, Spencer's Fairy Queen, Taſlo's 


Jeruſalem Delivered, Orlando Furioſo, : 


— 


| In reading hiſtory the mind is ſtrength- | 


ened and furniſhed with examples of 


beroiſm and conſtancy, that incite to the 


practice of virtue. The cool deliberate 


villain, though for a time ſucceſsful, is. 


{urs to fall a ſacrifice to the very artifices 
he has been the means of teaching others 
to practiſe, and meets his fate unpitied 
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even by thoſe whom his bounty has 
raiſed into notice. T hough innocence 
be ſometimes depreſſed by a combina- 
tion of unfortunate events, we perceive 
that the fortitude which it inſpires en- 
ables thoſe who poſſeſs it to endure ſuf. | 
ferings, nay death itſelf, in a good cauſe; 
without ſhrinking; and does not this 


_ conviction lead us to prize the inward ſa- 


tisfaction ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of 


acting uprightly beyond all earthly good: 


Novel reading tends to enervate the 
mind. We riſe from the peruſal of even 
the beſt writer languid and fatigued ; 
fuch overcharged pictures of life and 
manners as they generally draw, make us 
ſick of ourſelves, and the homely beings 
with whom we are compelled to aſſociate: 


| we conſole ourſelves by hoping that. at 
1 : ſome 
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ſome more auſpicious ſeaſon we ſhall meet 
an Orlando ora Lord Orville, who will do 
| juſtice to our tranſcendent merit, by ex- 
alting us into that ſphere i in which vanity 
whiſpers we were. born, to ſhine. I do 
| not ſay theſe are literally your ſenti- 
ments; though that they are of nine girls 
out of ten, is no very bold aſſertion. | 


: Reading poetical works of the kind T 


have pointed out, gives a ſublimity of con- 
ception in contemplating the beauties of 


nature, and a fund of entertainment from 


our own thoughts in our ſolitary rambles, 


without the poſſibility of imagining our- | 


ſelves a Britomart, Clorinda, Bradamant, 


or Armida ! We know it is fiction; yet 


the ſentiments and imagery delight, 
when the anxiety for the denouement has 
given place to certintp. | 


I am 
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| 1am aware, that ſome parents haye att 
objection to their daughters being, ſeen 
frequently with a book in their hands, 

from an apprehenſion that they may 
: grow conceited, and not diſpoſed to 

Tubmit to their authority ; alſo, that by 
others, leſs ſtudious, they may be termed 
pedantic. My opinion on this ſubject 
(which I declare to be the reſult of ob- 
ſervation) 18, that there is not much 
probability of a woman reading to ſo 
little purpoſe, as not to become wiſer and 
better for what ſhe reads; therefore more 
likely to ſhine as a daughter, or in any 
ſituation, however arduous, which ſhe 
may be called upon to fill. A truly ac- 
compliſhed woman is never ſeen to ſuch 
advantage, as in the performance of do- 
meſtic duties :—being able to draw a 
flower, lay a tune on the harpſichord, 

and 
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And ſpeak a little French and. kala 
ate attaitiments too ſuperficial to entitle 
any ene to that appellation; ; though the 
world beſtows it very Hberally on thoſe 
WhO Have no "—_— Claims than thoſe 
now enumer * a 

In the Ts * W you will 
find this character truly delineated; and 


if you wiſh it amplified, turn to a volume 


in your own poſſeſſion, the Sermons to 
Young Women, of my worthy and much 


revered friend Dr. James Fordyce, our 


redoubted Aſeiter of the Rights of her 
Sex not having had the power of weak- 
ening my reſpect for his writings; 
though with extreme diffidence, I hazard 


an opinion, that he may have contributed 


to render the character of the ancient 


Hinfer little — by directing the 


views 
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| views of our ſex entirely to gaining an 


honorable ſettlement in-marriage, which, 
however it may by ſome be thought 
conſummation devoutly to be wiſhed,” 
is ſurely not to be conſidered as the 
| ſupreme good. 4: am, my dear Mary, 


with regard, fincerely your friend, 
| HELENA WELLS. 


* 
err. 


22 


LETTER II. 


To my Pupils in Keul. 


« 4 a ae: IS, 1796. 


| | + FRED opened a correſpondence with 

my young friends, by addreſſing their 
eldeſt companion, I now hope for their 
| uninterrupted attention to thoſe general 


inſtructions, which I flatter myſelf will 


be uſeful t to every individual, 


You know. ow much it has been my 
wiſh to conciliate your affections, and to 
make you defirous of obeying my com- 
mands from a fear of loſing my good 
opinion, rather than a dread of incurring 
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puniſhment: : it behoves you, therefore; 


my dear _ to convince the world 


| injutdicious one; 
and, + many others dread to ſpeak 
in the preſence of cheir ſeniors, to be 
able to ſhew, upon proper occaſions, 
that. I have ſedulouſly attended to the 
culture of your minds, as well as to 
your acquiring thoſe accompliſhments 
which may be deemed mechanical. It 
will not fuffice, that you have gono 
through ſuch and ſuch books, and that 
you recollect certain paſſages of poetry, 
which you can repeat at length: by 


great attention, one wholly ignorant of 


their import might be en to accom- 
. nk. e nes | 


You are required to prove, by your 


conduct and converſation, that the pains 
beſtowed 


. 
beſtowed upen you, and expence in- 
curred by your education, is likely to 
produce the defired effect, in fitting you 
for becoming uſeful members of ſociety, | 
in whatever ſtation it ſhall pleaſe God to 
place you. Think of the, many anxious 
days and nights your. parents have watch- 
ed of you when in the helpleſs ſtare of 
infancy, and of the comforts of which, 
probably, they have deprived themſelves 
in order to contribute to your at 
and reflect whether it be poſſible for you 
ever to diſcharge the obligations confer- 
red upon you by the authors of your 
being, or to requite choſe perſons for 
their kindneſs, who have ſtood in their 
place, to thoſe of you chat have been 
early bereſt of parental protection. 
Though all are not old enough to enter 
into the ſpirit of my ſubject, the peruſal 
8 of 
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Ta) | 
of theſe ſheets wy, at a future OY | 


afford you pleaſure, when, perhaps, ſeas 


may divide ſome of you from the writer 
of them. 


From a combination of unlooked for 
events, and perplexing circumſtances, i it 
haas been my lot to fill the important ſta« 
tion of preceptreſs to youth. Hard in- 
| deed to be borne ſhould I conſider thoſe 
diſpenſations that ſeclude me from the 
ſociety of my friends, if 1 did not feel 
the moſt exquiſite delight i in believing 
myſelf inſtrumental to the happineſs of a 
number of amiable beings, whoſe preſent 


| and future well- doing has become the 


firſt object of my hopes and wiſhes. 


Need I entreat you to remember your 
Ercator in the days of your youth. The 
mind 


(25) 
The mind that has not been vitiated by 
a commerce with a world, muſt have this 
defire engrayen on it, in characters the 
moſt indelible; I can ſpeak experimen- 
tally on the advantages to be derived from 

an early acquaintance with the ſacred 

writings, and the exalted precepts which 
they inculcate. Though bending under 
the weight of one of the heavieſt afflic- 
tions “that fleſh is heir to,” and poſſeſ- 
ſing, as you well know, no inconſiderable 
portion of ſenſibility, yet you have never 
ſeen me gloomy or melancholy. No out- 

ward circumſtance can bereave us of the 
conſolations of religion. Of how much 
moment then is the ſecuring to ourſelves 

what will contribute ſo eſſentially towards 
promoting our happineſs in this life, and 

without which we'can have no joy in the 
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( 86. }) 
idea of that future ſtate to which our 
hopes and fears naturally point, 


I will not apologiſe to you for dwelling 
on ſubjects of ſo ſerious a nature. The 
blank you all feel makes it at this junc- 
ture peculiarly proper. But a little while 
fince, how blooming and gay was that 
loved companion, who is now moulder- 
ing in the duſt, a prey to worms. Her 
life was too pure and innocent to make 
us entertain any fears for the ſafety of her 
immortal ſoul ; that, we may be permitted 
to hope 1s received into realms of bliſs, 
It may be your turn next to feel the grip- 
ing hand of fell diſeaſe ; it may alſo be 
mine, who have ſcarcely dried my tears 
for the loſs of an invaluable, ever to be 
regretted parent. ** Set thy houſe in 


ord er 


„ 
order, for this night thy ſoul ſhall be re- 
quired of thee,” ſhould ever vibrate in 
our ears, Es | 


Do not i imagine that l mean to beate | 
your enjoyments, by ſeeking to impreſs 
ſo ſtrongly. on your minds the uncertain 

| tenure by which they are held. On the 
contrary, thoſe who early accuſtom them- 
ſelves to that kind of ſelf examination, 
which ſuch refleQions give riſe to, will 
add to their ſtock daily; for who can 
harbour reſentment againſt thoſe, who 
(perhaps unwittingly) may have offended 
them, or ſuffer themſelves to cheriſh any 
malignancy of temper, that conſiders 
when ſhe lays her head on her pillow, of 
the probability that before the morrow's 
dawn ſhe may be called into the preſence of 


her Maker, with all her imperfections on 


C2 her 


Wo 
her head. iT you ial ruffled. 
through the day by occurrences, which, 
though apparently trivial, ſituated as you 
are, may be deemed important; this con- 
ſideration would make all difficulties 
vaniſh, conſcious of poſſeſſing rational 
faculties, and a latent ſpark; formed to en- 
dure to all eternity, you would riſe "=P . 
rior to the cares that now moleſt you; 
your ſlumbers would be uninterrupted, 
your qreams . tranquil and peaceful. 
When you have arrived at that ſeaſon of 
life, hen it will become neceſſary for 
you to launch your little bark on the 


ocean called the world, how will you re- 


call to your mind thoſe juvenile years 
when your troubles were of your own 
creating. In advanced life, few, very 
|| few there are, though bleſt with the moſt 


contented mind; Ss, Who have not either for 


them- 


* 


('29-) 

themſelves or others deſl ervedly dear to 
them, ſome anxieties that will not admit 
of much alleviation. 

Among our acquaintance when we per- 
ceive individuals deprived of worldly 
poſſeſſions, after having for years believed 
themſelves entitled to elegant compe- 
tency, we are apt to conſider them as ob- 
jects claiming our fi ncereſt ſympathy and 
| commiſeration. It is, however, poſſible 
that in che end they may have abundant 
reaſon to rejoice that they have been af- 
flicted. If we were only created for the 
purpoſe of paſſing a ſhort time on this 
terreſtial ball, it might be of little conſe- 
quence our learning the emptineſs of 
_ thoſe pleaſures which in youth take ſuch 
faſt hold on the mind, and a fondneſs for 
which proſperous circumſtances too fre- 
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( 30 ) 
quently engenders to the diſregard of 
other purſuits, and the neglect of the per- 
formance of duties effential to the com- 


Fort and happineſs of thoſe with whom 


We live. 


Our Heavenly Father knows much 
better than we do what is beſt for us; 
and without doubt kindly withholds thoſe 
things, which however ardently deſired, 
would in poſſeſſion be detrimental to our 


eternal intereſts, Many there are who 
| have riſen ſuperior to the ſhocks of ad- 


verſe fortune, that without ſuch ſevere 


trials would have been arrogant, ſuper- 
cilious, and little diſpoſed to make al- 
lowance for the failings of others. If 
the diſpoſitions of ſuch people are melio- 
rated by misfortune, and they are taught 
to ſet leſs value on their own attain- 


ments, 


(32 ) 
ments, ought they not to kiſs the rod 
that chaſtiſeth them, and believe, that 
He, who 1s preſent every where, to whom 
our inmoſt thoughts ſtand confeſſed, 
knows when the meaſure of our affliction 
is full; nor have we any right to cry 
enough ! rather let us with our whole 
hearts join in ſaying, * Thy will be 
done.” 7 
Though we are cautioned againſt 
grieving like thoſe who have no hope 
beyond the tomb, yet weare not forbid - 
den to mourn for the loſs of triends and 
relatives. Our bleſſed Saviour himſelf 
wept at the grave of Lazarus, and graci- | 
ouſly condefcended to conſoleand comfort 
his afflicted ſiſters. By giving way to una- 
vailing ſorrow, we enervate our minds, 
and unfit ourſelves for fulfilling the duties 
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—_— bent on active "I In youth we 


118 are all of us too apt to fly from conſide- 


H . b 

14 rations that are ſerious, and to regard 
1 thoſe counſellors with an evil eye who 
1 would fain perſuade us that the Preacher 


is right, in ſaying, It is better to go to 
the houſe of mourning than to that of 
feaſting.“ There requires no ſmall de- 
gree of judgment in quoting any ſen- 


tence from Scripture; for there is not 


one, perhaps, can be thoroughly under- 
ſtood, if taken according to the precife 
meaning affixed to the words of which it 


is compoſed. 


Solomon does not intend to expreſs 
a diſapprobation of ſocial pleaſures, 
or to prohibit innocent mirth and feſti- 


vity. He particularizes as the houſe 
of feaſting” thoſe ſcenes of midnight re- 
velry 


3 
velry and diſſipation, a eonſtant habit of 
attending which is ſo pernicious to the 
health and morals of the young, and ends 
in an old age little entitled to the appel 
lation of Honourable. By the ** houſe of 
mourning,” a promptitude to ſympathize 
with thoſe of our acquaintance who are 
contending with affliftion, and conſe: 


quently have no feafts to entice us to viſit 


their habitations. The ſympathetic at- 
tentions of friendſhip at ſeaſons like theſe 
are indeed truly conſolatory. We feel 
that by ſome, we are valued for ourſelves 
alone: the ſociety of a choſen few, fully 
compenſate for the Joſs of the groveling 
herd, who no longer than while they can 
benefit from our acquaintance, conſider 
themſelves as belonging to the circle in 
which we move, though it is likely they 
have been moſt forward in their offers of 


E 4 ſervice, 


( 


ſervice, when it was not imagined that 


an occaſion would ever offer for proving 


their ſincerity, 


You have probably by this time deem- 
ed your governeſs to be prolix, and 
breathed a wiſh that in her next addreſs 


ſhe would expatiate on ſubjets more 


congenial to your way of thinking and 
time of life. I can pardon your impa- 
tience; and own that it is too early to 
draw your attention to thoſe pictures of 


human life, which are likely to tinge 


your imaginations with gloomy reflec- 
tions. Let every one explore for them- 
ſelves that world, which the heart eagerly 
pants to know and to enjoy. To make 
you ſuſpicious and diſtruſtful is not my 
aim, but to inſtil that rational mode of 


reſie&ing and judging, which merely 


28 
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viewing the ſurface of things will never 
accompliſh. 
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That my ſucceſs .may equal the fince- 
rity of my intentions, is the ardent prayer 
of your affectionate, &c. 
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LETTER III. 


October 20, 1794. 


Accam | reſume that employment, of 
which I one day hope to reap the fruits, 
truſting that my admonitions will meet 


with your wonted attention. 


Suffer me, my dear girls, to impreſs 
upon your minds, in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner, the extent of your obligations o | 
your parents, and the neceſſity there is 
of evincing the lively ſenſe you entertain 
of their kindneſs, both in your conduct 


and general behaviour, when you return 


) 


to 


P.. T re a EET 
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8 

. to ſhare the comforts of a paternal dwell- 
ing. Reflect with what pleaſure the hour 
that would reſtore you to the domeſtic 
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how much it behoves you to endeavour, 
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by every effort in your power, to realize 
the picture, which fancy has formed, in 
order to conſole your friends for Ton 


f abſence. 
) 
ls am forty to be obliged to confeſs 


that many parents are to be found, who, 


by their own harſhneſs of manner, de- 


prive themſelves of thoſe inexhauſtible 
. | ſources of delight that reſult from a 
8 f communication with their offspring. 
5 | Happily none of you are thus circum- 
1 ſtanced : you are not, therefore, likely 
t . to find your innocent attempts to pleaſe 
r nipped in the bud, by a frown that 
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pierces the heart, and chills every enk 


of the ſoul. On the contrary, your ſallies 


of merriment will be borne with, and 


ever applauded, while they have a rati- 


onal ſource. Boiſterous mirth is never 
allowable : it indicates folly, and is ſure 
to render thoſe who practiſe it con- 
temptible: for to laugh, without being 
able to aſſign a cauſe for your riſibility 


being excited, is putting yourſelf on a 


level with ideots, who are generally 
prone to exceſſive laughter, and, on that 


account, are eaſier known to be objects 
of pity. 


I have to point out to you one general 
remark, by which a young lady, who 
has lately left boarding-ſchool, is com- 
monly known, from a defire that you 
may ſtrive to avoid the imputation, viz. 


an 


639 
an apparent inability to conduct herſelf 
in company, or to give a rational anſwer 
to any queſtion put to her; yet as ſoon 
as freed from the reſtraints of civilized 
ſociety, by the departure of her elders, 
to become volubility itſelf, and to act 
as if ambitious of rivalling a celebrated 
actreſs in her inimitable manner of pour- 
traying the Romp, or Country Girl, An- 
{wer me candidly, have not every one 
of you witneſſed ſuch ſcenes? Another 
practice, equally to be avoided, (and 
which, I am ſorry to ſay, too many 
Miſſes of Twenty are fond of adopting) 3 is 
placing themſelves on the next chair to 
a favourite companion, and whiſpering 
to each other, inſtead of paying that 
general attention to the party aſſembled, 
which might have induced them to be- 
lieve chat good breeding had formed one 
part 


„ 
part of their ftudy while at ſchool. If 
the infringement of the laws of polite- 


1 nieſs extended no farther, the fair offen- 
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ders might be pardoned, on a ſuppoſition 
that they had ſecrets of importance to 


communicate, and wanting opportunity 
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were compelled to avail themſelves of 


the preſent ; when, however, a filtering 
ſucceeds a whiſper, not a ſhadow of an 
excuſe is left, and every perſon preſent 
is at liberty to imagine that the criticiſ. 
ing of ſome part of their dreß or conver- 


ſation has cauſed the merriment. If, for- 


tunately, the company be confined to 
their own ſex, though convicted of rude- 
neſs and ill- manners, the charge goes no 
farther. When men witneſs it, I ſhudder 
at the conſtructions that may be formed 
from ſuch behaviour. Be aſſured every 
individual has the vanity to think himſelf 
the 
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the hero of the ſecret; and if the good 
opinion of any preſent is worth poſſeſſing, 
the moſt effectual means have been taken 
to deprive yourſelves of it. 


Should a kind mother point out to 
you the abſurdities you are guilty of, do 

not I beſech you turn a deaf ear to her 
counſels. Can ſhe be otherwiſe than ſo- 
| licitous for the welfare of one whom ſhe 

has reared with the utmoſt anxiety? And 
is ſhe not far more competent to decide 
on what is proper for you to do than you 
2 poſſibly can be? Flee the ſociety of thoſe 
who would fain perſuade you to the con- 
trary: they muſt have a deſign to corrupt 
your morals, and fear that under her 
watchful care their efforts would prove 
abortive, Keep every one at a diſtance 
who labours to deſtroy that confidence 


- © 


In 


( 42 ) 

in your parents, which ſpontaneouſly 
ſprings in every heart, and which you 
- ought ever to cheriſh, 

How many unhappy females are there 
this day, who have to lament that they 
had not been bleſt with a faithful mo- 
nitor to guard them from imprudent 
confidants, who paint all parents and 
guardians as terrific beings, whoſe wiſh 
is to keep the young in thraldom, only 
from a deſire of ſhewing their power 
over them, not from any regard to their 
happineſs. 


Circumſpect as we may be, and willing 


to be guided by the advice of our ſeniors, 
there 1s no guarding againſt unpropitious 
circumſtances, or untoward events : we 
have not, however, the bitterneſs of ſelf- 

reproach 


eir 


ng 
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we 
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reproach added to diſappointed hopes, 
which muſt ever be the portion of the 
ſelf-willed. 


It generally happens, that thoſe who 


are tenacious of their own opinions, have 


nothing to ſay in behalf of them: they 


are gratified by indulging their whims, 
and believe thoſe who condemn them 


are rigid and ſevere without cauſe : 
ſtrange then that they do not take the 
trouble of furniſhing themſelves with 
arguments to defend their follies. Shall 
I explain from whence this inconſiſtency 
originates? A dread that ſhould the 
cauſe not be tenable, they would be 
compelled to own that they were in the 
wrong : their only refuge, therefore, 1s 
ſtubborn ſilence. Thus they wilfully 
impede the cultivation of thoſe talents 
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of you, a tendency to ſhut out conviction; 


C 144 73 


which were beſtowed for a wiſe and good 


-purpoſe, and of which they will be called 


upon to render a faithful account at that 


great judgment ſeat where we muſt all 
appear. 


I do not point out as the foible of any 


1 only caution you againſt ever ſuffering 


yourſelves to practiſe what muſt militate 


ſo much againſt your own happineſs, 


To an ingenuous mind, there is even an 


exquiite pleaſure in owning we have 


been in the wrong; and we have alſo the 


ſatisfaction of congratulating ourſelves on 


having become wiſer thah we were before, 


a point of conſiderable importance to 


thoſe whoſe duty it is to aim at perfection. 
Ye ought never to be diſcouraged at 1 
want of ability for accompliſhing what 


may 


any 
on; 
ing 
tate 
els, 
an 
ave 
the 
; ON 
Ye, 
to 
ion. 
at 4 
hat 


nay 


(i 4s; ), 

may be appointed ye. to perform, for 

none of us khow the extent of our ca- 

pacities—patience and perſeverance have 
ſurmounted many obſtacles that, at firſt, 

impeded our progreſs to the Temple of. 
Wiſdom. Of this we are well affured, 

that the very attempt to make uſe of our 
faculties invigorates the mind; while ſuf⸗ 
fering our thoughts to wander on unpro- 
fitable ſtudies, or to remain unemployed, 
will, on the contrary, enervate and weak - 
en it. 


Do not think me arbitrary, in the ex- 
treme; in thus ſeeking to extend may 
N 2 


perhaps, the moſt difficuu tak 1 4 


juriſdiction to the imag nation, 


have undertaken; yet ſhould } fucceg un 
making you regulate it, I ſhill dee e 
your warmeſt thanks; for there is 0 
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company ſo troubleſome as that turbulent 
ſet we ſometimes harbour in our own 


boſoms: thoſe of us who have gained a 


maſtery over our thoughts are conquer- 
ors, indeed! It is through this avenue 
that temptations aſſail us the moſt ſuc- 
ceſsfully. 


That we may be able to repel ſuch in- 
vaders, and prove by our actions that 
our hearts are pure and undefiled, is the 
fervent hope, and ſincere prayer of her, 
who will ever be your affectionate, &c. 


— 


To 
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LETTER IV. 


* 


2 
Mar ch 55 1795. 


Faom being fully ſatisfed that my 


young friends receive my admonitions 


with thankfulneſs, I am again prompt- 
ed to reſume my pen, in the hope that 
the inſtructions it conveys, may tend to 


promote the happineſs of thoſe I ſo ten- 


derly love. At ſome future period you 
will feel how much this has been the 
leading principle which governed my 
actions; and that when I denied any of 
your requeſts, I knew complying with 
them would be hurtful to you, by en- 

gendering 


Cone 
gendering idle habits, which it is my 
dutyxto correct, not to indulge. 


Next to that rational piety and confi- 
dence in an oyer-ruling Providence, 
which I have -laboured to inſti], there is 
nothing I would ſo ſtrenuouſly inſiſt on 
as a courteous obliging demeanour, 
more particularly to thoſe who are in the 
decline of life. * 

How often are perſons, of any degree 
of obſervation and reflection, wounded to 
the quick, at -perceiving a per? forward ' 
Mifs taking off the ſingularities of a 
venerable relative, whole chief fault, 
perhaps, is the being blind to her foibles, 
and having ſpoiled her by exceſſive in- 
| dulgence. Strange that, on ſuch occa- 
ſions, it is not remembered how defi- 

| rable 


to Y 
rable moſt people deem long life; and 
if in youth we are not / accuſtomed to 


treat our ſeniors with reſpect, how can 


. we have any right to look forward to re- 
, | ceiving it ourſelves. It is not expected 
k that you are to be furniſhed with that 
1 kind of converſation ſuitable to the taſte 
5 of perſons advanced in years: there are, 
6e however, winning attentions, which many 


of you are capable of paying; and if you 
knew how much they gratified thoſe who 
[= receive them, I am convinced every in- 


o dividual I am addreſſing would be emu- 


d lous in ſtriving to ſeek for occaſions to 
a ſhew that ſhe was not deyoid of ſenſibi- 
. lity. Weeping at a fictitious tale of woe 
8, is no proof of this. Many inſtances 
12 there are of perſons that have been ſof- 
5 tened by ſuch recitals, who, when real 
op diſtreſs was diſplayed before them, poſ- 


D 5 ſeſſed 
* . | 


5 


Cm} 
ſeſſed an obduracy of heart not to be 
credited, Not a few too, are: fond of 


{porting high ſounding ſentiments, (truſt- 
ing that their benevolence: will not be 
put to the teſt) whoſe actions are diame- 
trically oppoſite to their profeſſions. I 
am thus diffuſe, becauſe I do not wiſh-. 


you to imagine that I am deſirous of 


making you hypocrites, when I ſay that 
in your commerce with mankind you 
ought to endeavour to adapt your man- 
ners and converſation to the different 
ſocieties in which you may mix. The 
want of this pliability is oftentimes a ſe- 
rious misfortune. Thoſe who in general 
companies appear abſorbed by their own 

_ reflections or fancied ſuperiority, contri- 
bute ſo little to the enjoyments of the 
party afſembled, that their departure is 
only remarked as having by that means 
removed 


ns 


ed 


ES 1 


removed a bar to conviviality; for a ſul- 


len ſpeQator of innocent feſtivity may 


| ſurely be deemed ſuch. 


Extreme volubility is juſt as repelling, 


and indicates the ſame indifference to 
thoſe around you; for young women who 


poſſeſs it, will prattle, whether they have 


liſteners or not, and are ſeldom happy 
in the choice of their ſubjects, or mode 
of diſcuſſing them. The behaviour for 
which I would have you remarked, will 


not require you to be particularly elo- 


quent. Young females ſhould ſeldom 
be heard. If it is really neceſſary to de- 


dlare your ſentiments on any topic, do ſo 


with great diffidence ; only let them be 


7 


delivered in elegant language. Such 


occaſions will rarely occur; and not, in all 
probability, till you have been long 
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enough i in company to profit by what I 


Jo ſtrongly inculcate, viz. that unremit- 
ting attention to what is uttered by ſen- 
fible people, and that appearance of be- 
ing intereſted by what is paſſing, which 
will lead your ſeniors to conclude that 
you are not an inatteative obſerver; con- 
ſequently that you conſider the improve- 
ment of your faculties a point of ſome 
importance. The vacant countenance, 
and impatience to be freed from reſtraint, 
that ſome young women exhibit, when in 
ſociety not exactly adapted to their taſte, 
muſt have been vitneſſed, to be ade 


5 y felt or deſcribed. 


The moſt becoming manner of placing 
a feather, or tying on a bonnet, will 
terve to expatiate on for ſome time, 
white the decoration of the immortal 


mind 


—— 


8 ) 


mind, which will endure to all eternity, 


is wholly neglected. Singular infatua- 


tion! and ſtill more ſtrange to tell, that 


thoſe who devote ſo large a portion of 


their attention to dreſs, are not unfre- 


quently ſlatterns, having no idea of that 


perfect neatneſs which ſhould characterize 


the appearance of every female, at 4 


times, and all ſeaſons, Cleanlineſs contri- 


butes fo much to our own health, and 


individual comfort, beſides rendering us 
agreeable to others, that it may be al- 
lowed to be a virtue, as without doubt 
its oppoſite is a vice. I truſt there is but 
little occaſion to enlarge on this head; 
and that every one of you who are capable 
of reflecting, will, from the impulſe of 
your own minds, always remember that 
finery ſerves only to attract the notice of 
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the giddy throng, whoſe good opinion is 
not worth poſſeſſing, while plain unaffected 
neatneſs of attire is both leſs troubleſome, 


leſs expenſive, and more likely to meet 


the approbation of thoſe, whoſe teſtimony 
in our favour muſt ſtamp a value on our 
characters. The eſteem of ſuch will be 


of real importance to qur happineſs, as 


well as contribute to our ſucceeding in 


whatever purſuits may engroſs our at- 


dention. 


Some of you have read part of the 
works of Pope. I will recommend his 
fatires to your peruſal. Rafa at her 
zailet, and Rufa at a ball, you will find two 


different women. Contemn not the in- 


ſtruction becauſe you conceive the pic- 


ture overcharged; nor call the poet a 
. ſnarler, 


„ | 
ſnarler, who knew-'his figure inſpired 
diſguſt in our ſex, and therefore thought 
he might laſh us with impunity. © There 
ce is ſome ſoul of goodneſs in things 
« evil, would men  obſervingly diſtil it 
e out; for our bad neighbour makes us 
« early ftirrers, which is both healthful * 
* and good huſbandry.” 


If the fatiriſt now ſpoken of, and his 
contemporary and fellow-labourer in the 
fame vineyard, Swift, have made one 
out of twenty women who have read 
their works tenacious of proving their 
aſſertions to be falſe, they have ſurely 


been evil inſtruments 7 do good ; and I 
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am confident thoſe with whom. you may 
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in future be connected in life, will re- 
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turn me their beſt thanks, if through my 
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leſſons tbey meet you as little diſcon- 


certed by their appearance in your dreſs- 


ing-· room as in a drawing- room. 


> Believe me to be always anxioufly ſoli- 
citous for your bappineſs, and 


Your ſincere friend. 
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LETTER v. 


70 my Pupil under Twelve Y. ears old. 


- May 105 1705. 


I'uar my dear little friends may not 


imagine themſelves neglected, 1 purpoſe 


devoting. this letter wholly to them. I. 


will not pay you ſo ill a compliment as tg 


ſuppoſe that you will not be gratified by 


the diſtinction, and that in return you 


will ſtrive to ſhew you ſelves deſerving of 


it, by an implicit attention to the proce 


inculcated by your governeſs. 


Confefs, my dears, that notwithſtand- 


ing the comfortableneſs of your preſent 
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ſituation, you ardently long for the arri- 
val of that period, which will releaſe you 
from the performance of thoſe taſks that 


at times appear ſo irkſome. Do you not 
alſo count the days that intervene be- 
tween the preſent and that appointed for 


your return home? Are you then eqval- 
ly defirous that your parents ſhould feel 


no difficulty in tracing the progreſs of 
your improvements ſince the laſt vaca- 
tion? I truſt that ye are. 1 ſhall then 
have the inexpreſſible ſatisfaction of re- 
celving their thanks for the pains myſelf 
and your ſeveral inſtructors have beſtow- 


— 


ed upon you. 
bog 
I am happy to have the power of ſay- 
ing, that there are none of you deficient 
in talents: you are, however, to recollect, 
that to whom much is given, of them 


75. uh 


6 
much ſhall be required.” Think how 
many children there are equally amiable 
and deſerving as yourſelves, who are de- 
nied the advantages you. poſſeſs, and who 
with the ſame opportunities might far 
outſtrip you in their attainments. Do not, 
J beſeech you, ever treat your domeſtics: 
with inſolence; and if diſpoſed to do ſo, 
reflect from what cauſe your ſuperiority 
proceeds. The ſame all- wiſe and bene- 
ficent Being, who gave you kind indul- 
gent parents, bleſt with affluence, created 
and placed them in a rank in life which. 
leads them to adminiſter to your com- 
torts and neceſſities: they are probably, of 


more uſe in their ſphere. than you ever 


will be in yours, and of courſe are entit- 
led to conſideratioh.. J would at the 
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ſame time as vehemently caution. you: 
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againſt too great familiarity with ſuch 


perſons: from their being accuſtomed to 
aſſociate with the low and illiterate, their 
converſation abounds with vulgariſms, 
which you ſhould carefully avoid; and 


being by nature more prone to acquire 


what is defective than what is deſerving 
of imitation, your converſing with them 
may be bighly detrimental both to your 


morals and language. It is therefore of 


infinite confequence to young people, 


their being permitted to fit in the ſame 
room with their elder relations; for from 
them they will aſſuredly have the beſt ex- 
amples; nor is it likely that they will be 
debarred this privilege, if they ftrive to 
merit it. After having once emerged 
from the nurſery, there is little probabi- 
lity of children being ſent back to tt, 


unleſs 


; 4 ibs 5 ) 


unleſs their behaviour is ſo boiſterous 


\ 


and unruly as to require ſuch a puniſh- 
ment. 


_ 
— 
—— 


I need not inveigh on the barbarity of 
being cruel to animals. The books 
which you daily peruſe have pointed out 
in the ſtrongeſt language, how unamiable 
you muſt become by indulging ſuch pro- 
penſities as would lead you to find plea- 
ſure in rormenting them. They have 
not, however, taught you the folly of 
ſcreaming at the ſight of an harmleſs in- 
ſect, which, if you would let alone, 
might never invade you, or be in the leaſt 
degree troubleſome. If as a by-ſtander\ 
you could perceive the ridiculous figure 
you make, I am perſuaded you would be 
deterred from a ſecond exhibition of the 
kind, and very ſoon be tempted to join 


in 


* 
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in the laugh which is now raiſed at your 
expence. 


I have to your elders expatiated on the 
advantages to be derived from endea- 
vouring to attain a vourteous obliging 
demeanour to all with whom you may be 
allowed to aſſociate. In you, my young 
friends, it is peculiarly neceſſary; for you 
have every thing to gain by ſuch con- 
duct, and muſt inevitably be the loſers 
by adopting. any other. You. are pro- 
bably deſirous of obtaining information; 
what have you to give in return for it? 
Nothing. Do you imagine that any per- 
{on 1s obliged to contribute to your ſtock. 
of knowledge; or can you have conceiv- 
ed that ruden2ſs will ever meet attention? 
Aſſuredly not. Vou are therefore, in 
ſome degree, compelled to be civil; and 


Wuy 


a 


tt 4 3 


why not ſtrive to be ſo from inclination 
rather than neceſſity? That contention 
which ſometimes takes place between 
brothers and ſiſters of nearly the ſame 

age, how unpleaſant is it to the ſpecta- 


tors; and the conſequence to the actors, 
how baleful. Depend upon it, that the 


ſooner you learn the art of bearing and 


]orbearing, the more likelihood there 18 


of your being able to enfure your own 


happineſs, and of thoſe with whom you 


may paſs your lives. Many women who 


are this day the ſcourges of their domeſtic 


circles, might have made pleaſant com- 


panions, had their warmth of temper 
been reſtrained in youth, and the exube- 


rance of their imaginations diverted to 


proper channels. The ſpider ſucking . 


poiſon from the ſame flower that the bee 


extracts 
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extracts honey, 1s an excellent leſſon for 


thoſe; who by a perverſion of their talents 


and qualities render themſelves diſguſt- 
ing, where by proper culture they might 
have been attractive as acquaintance, and 


valuable as friends. 


However frequent may have been my 


admonitions to you perſonally, on the 


decorum to be obſerved when ima plage 


of worſhip, or while performing any of _ 


thoſe offices of religion which are adap- 


ted to your early years, I cannot con- 


clude without endeavouring to enforce 


them, and to aſfure you how grateful 


to your Heavenly Father are the afpira- 


tions of infants. Our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour himſelf ſays, “Suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto. me, for of ſuch are 


the. 


J 
the kingdom of Heaven.“ That ye 


may all reap the fruit of this bleſſed 


aſſurance, is the ardent prayer of, 
dear girls, 


Your ever affectionate, cc. 
e, 
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LETTER VI. 


PPP IP RON 


"To my Pupils in general, 


Il}! eue 25, 1795. 
1 Is every leiſure moment, (bow few thoſe 
are you are well acquainted with) my 
heart naturally leads me to aim at ac- 
compliſhing that purpoſe to which my 


hopes and wiſhes conſtantly point. 


| 
| 


All I can give is my own labour: you 
muſt unite your efforts with mine, and 
pray to God for wifdom and underſtand- 
ing, or my inſtructions will be like 
water ſpilt upon the ground,” which 

is {ſoon dried up and ſcen no more. 
Accui- 


I 67 9 5 


Accuſtomed to read only for amuſe. 
ment, you may conſider my exhortations 
dry and unintereſting ; or, at beſt, cal- 
culated for thoſe who have very different 

proſpects in life, to what you imagine 
yourſelves entitled. Do not think me 
harſh when I fay, that it would not ſur- 
.priſe me, if, even before my on mortal 
career is: finiſhed, I ſhould ſee many of 
you, whom I have, now the happineſs of 
calling my pupils, reduced to earn your 
bread by your own. exertions; and this 
might happen without a concuſſion of 
nature, or a revolution of empire, ſuch 
as a neighbouring country has under- 
gone, of which you have heard ſuch 
dreadful accounts, and towards the ſup- 
port of whoſe wandering natives you 
have been called upon to contribute your 


mite. Riches make to themſelves 
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wings, and flee away ;” but the fee - 
ſimple of our own talents is an inherit 
ance of which the world would in vain 

attempt to deprive us. Conſider how 

very ſubordinate a ſtation muſt be allot- 

ted to thoſe who have, in youth, neg- 
lected to avail themſelves of the oppor- 

I 6 tunities for improvement, which, once 

| loft, are never to be regained ; for the 


ſoil long accuſtomed to engender weeds 
requires no ſmall degree of labour to 
render it fit for producing good fruit; 
and, in the hour of adverſity, we muſt 
not expect ⁊0 meet with much commiſ- 


eration, unleſs we are * to afüftlour- 
felves. 


To the induſtriouſly diſpoſed well 
educated female there is a field open, as 
well as to the male; and though we have 


not 


( 69 ) 
not the ſame chance of acquiring for- 
tune, or advancing our relations, yet 
competency is attainable by thoſe who. 
bave been early taught to limit their. 
deſires by the means which they may 
poſſeſs for gratifying them. What is it 
makes ſo many of our ſex ſpend the 
prime of their lives in ignoble purſuits, 
but from having omitted to furniſh their 
minds with that kind of knowledge 
which I wiſh you to poſſeſs. The herd 
of young women that are ſeen in every 
public walk, flying from what muſt ever 
purſue them, (themſelves) i is truly la- 
mentable, I may r humiliating. 

Were they to be hed for what pur- 
poſe they were created, they would be 
puzzled to give an anſwer as difficult 
would i be for them to aſſign any reaſon 
for 


(E 
for that perpetual expoſure of their per- 
ſons, and waſte of precious time, which 
might be employed in domeſtic pur- 
poſes for the benefit of their families, 
ſhould they not have the power of con- 
necting two ideas, or expreſſing them - 
ſelves diſtinctly on any ſubject, but the 
lateſt publiſhed novel, play, or new per- 
former, which ever may have laſt attract- 
ed the notice of the beau monde, of which 
each individual has the vanity to think 
herſelf a diſtinguiſhed ornament. How 
puerile and contemptible do ſuch wo- 
men appear in the eyes of men of ſenſe! 
The very butterflies of the day, who are 
themſelves engroſſed by dreſs and diſſi- 
pation, if they have any natuaal under- 
ſtanding, when the cloudauhat obſcures 
it vaniſhes, as their juvenile years paſs 
away, are aſhamed of having been at- 
| tracted 


C2 
tracted by ſuch inſipid-beings, and court 
the ſociety of thoſe women whoſe con- 
verſation diſcovers their good ſenſe, and 
propriety of thinking and acting, to the 
utter mortification of. her vhoſe perſonal 


attractions are in the wane, and whoſe 


lively ſallies are no longer conſidered 
worthy of repetition, the youthful bloom 
on the cheek, and the vermillion lips of 
the pretty prattler, having conſtituted 
their chief merit. 


_ 


Few people contemplate a fair face 


and elegant form with more pleaſure 


than I do; but the poſſeſſor muſt not 
demand the homage of the beholder, 
nor obſcure her charms by the practice 
of affected arts. There are ſo few who 
have ſufficient ſtrength of mind to avoid 
falling into ſuch errors, that, in general, 
| a veauty 
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a beauty is by no means a deſirable com- 
panion where there exiſts real good- na- 
ture, and a tolerable underſtanding, 
theſe foibles are ſoon corrected, and may 
be conſidered the natural attendants of 
youth and proſperity. It. is when we ſee 
affectation in the train of the homely 
and deformed, that univerſal diſguſt is 
inſpired : the looking-glaſs, one would 
imagine, has poſſeſſed ſome magical 
powers, not to reflect the object to her 
own view as it is preſented to the obſerv- 


F 


ation. of others. 


If you would only contemplate the 


face of nature in the landſcapes around 


you, you would immediately diſcern 
that one of the cauſes of our being 
pleaſed by the ſurvey of hills, dales, 


rivers, &c. is the eaſy natural manner 


= 


in 


„ 
in which all are diſpoſed ; and that when- 
ever art is more than the handmaid of 
her ſiſter, *the eye is pained to behold 


the effect produced. Much may be 


gained by ſtudying thoſe things that are 
deemed inanimate. The gaudy tulip 
attracts our attention for a moment, 
but ſoon gives place to the purity 
of the lilly, or modeſt tint of the 
bluſhing roſe. Whenever a character 
has any thing artificial in it, we do not 
award to the perſon to whom it belongs 
that tribute of praiſe, to which otherwiſe 
their good qualities would entitle them. 
Candour and openneſs will always meet 
confidence and reſpect, while thoſe who 
are myſterious in their actions are ſel- 
dom ſuppoſed worthy of either; for who 
would ac in a manner to create ſuſpici- 
ons to their prejudice, if they were not 


E impelled 


„ 

impelled by neceſſity to ſuch a mode of 
conduct. I would equally .caution you 
againſt being too communicative, or 
raſh in ſelecting intimate companions : 
this tendency is more to be guarded 
againſt, at your age, than any other; for, 
| SG; in peculiarly reſerved diſpoſitions, 
ye are tempted to make every one who 
pretends to have a >regard. for you, 
mw Denizens of your boſoms.” 


Thoſe girls who are fond of writing 


voluminous epiſtles to their cheres amies, 
are not unfrequently ſufferers for their 
readineſs to relate details of trivial oc- 
currences, which at the time occupy a 
portion of their attention, little imagin- 
ing that their ſentiments vary ſo muck 
from ſeventeen to twenty, that they ſel- 


dom view any object twice in the {ame 
5 light: 0 


elr 


EY. 
light: the contradictions that might be 
collected from the effuſi ions of a young 
woman's pen during the period above- 
mentioned, would be edifying to berſelf, 


if ſhe poſſeſſed any diſcernment, or a de- 
fire to rectify former e errors. 


Thoſe who are bleſt with fitters would 
do well to cultivate an intimacy with 
them. Remember how very brittle fe. 
male friendſhips are generally ſuppoſed 
to be; and though your attachments 
ſhould be founded on a bafis which no 


circumſtances can ſhake, yet recollect, 


tbat when you return to the paternal 


dwelling, how little it may be in the 


power of either party to enjoy the ſociety 


of each other. The regrets which you 
may feel at the ſeparation, is an amiable 


trait of your character, if you do not 
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ſuffer it to interfere. with the claims of 
your own family on your affections. To 
conciliate their eſteem and regard is, 
next to the worſhip of the Supreme 
Being, your higheſt duty; and were we 
but to conſider our own happpineſs as 
we ought, we ſhould not hear of that 


diſunion among near-relations which is 
the bane of domeſtic life; nor be com- 
pelled to wiſh for the entrance of a ſtran- 
ger, in order to baniſh the gloom. which 
aſſociating with thoſe of our own. houl- 
hold is ſaid to contract. As you know 
me to be no. enemy to ſocial pleaſures, 


tit is not. neceſſary to explain myſelf 
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further on this ſubject, or to aſſure you 


1 
— 


that I am your truly affectionate friend, 


& Ca | „ 
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LETTER VII. 
To Miss Harriet S. 


| December 5, 1796, 


Tr is with infinite regret, my dear 
Harriet, that I look forward to fo early 
a ſeparation from you. Scarcely have I 
received proots of your affection, and 


become thoroughly ſenſible of your good 


10W 

10 qualities and foibles, when I am told 
| 

ſelf that my juriſdiction is to ceaſe, as your 

you parents wiſh you to accompany them to 

ad, a diſtant ſhore, where, it is highly pro- 


bable, more brilliant proſpects await the 
ſettlement of their family, than could 
reaſonably be expected for them in Bri- 

E 3 tain. 


(8.3 


tain, Much as you regret quitting your 


preſent companions, I know your heart 
eagerly anticipates that variety which 
change of place is likely to produce. 


You are very young, my. dear girl, 
and little qualified for the part you have 
to act. Were you not an indulged 
daughter, I ſhould feel it preſumptuous 
in me to offer one word of advice, 


while you are under the protection of 


parents ſo capable of inſtilling what is 


. J 
proper. They, however, view you 


through the medium of partiality, and, 


though clear-ſighted on all other occa- 
fions, cannot diſcern thoſe little ble- 
miſhes which, as a Faithful monitrefs, I 
am willing to point out, in the hope 
that your own good ſenſe will at once 


perceive how much it is your intereſt 


10 


3 
ts ſet about rectifying errors. To be 
faultleſs ar fifteen would be ſurpriſing. 
Every ſucceeding year will more deci- 
ſtvely prove to you how very limited 
your attainments are, and on what ſlen- 
der foundation are built your pretenſionꝭ 
to admiration, a love of which is, im 


truth, your ruling paſſion. 


Under twenty-thoſe of our {ex not abſolutely 
pain, are miſtreſs of ſome attractions 
which induce the other to pay their court 
to us. In the approbation of the ſenſible 
and judicious we feel both pride and plea- 
fure : but ſurely this cannot be our ob- 
ject when we ſuffer ourſelves to waſte 
precious time in ſtudying which hat be- 
comes us beſt, and whether it might not 
be expedient to plead a cold, that we 


may be perniitted to wear a neckloth, 
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the 92 glaſs having declared that 
the fnowy folds of muſlin are a prodigious 
advantage to the throat, yours being, in 
your opinion, ſtrikingly handſome. This 
raillery will cauſe your cheek to glow 
with reſentment towards the perſon 
who could have communicated this 
anecdote. Believe me, I witneſſed the 
ſcene myſelf; and though I could not 
bear the words you uttered, was ſenſible 
by your actions and ſubſequent appli- 
cation of their import. You may re- 
collect chat indiſpoſition prevented me 
on that day from taking my uſual place | 
Among my pupils at church, and that the 

perſon who had the charge of them in my 
abſence, lodged a complaint againft you 
for levity of behaviour; when you may 
remember too, that it was in conſe- 


quence of the notice then taken of you, 


that 


K )) 


that I denied you for ſeveral days the 


privilege of entering any room where J 
was, excepting that appropriated for 


general inſtruction; you were, therefore, 
at the time that your companions were 
uſefully employed, or pleaſantly enter- 
tained, in the patlour,/ compelled to 


aſſociate with the younger children, and 
to retire to your chamber at the ſame 
hour that they. did. You conſidered 
my perſeverance in this mode of treat- 
ment, at the time, very harſh; and may 
now fay, I did not think my ooverneſs 
could, ar this feafon, have made a re- 
troſpect of paſt occurrenceg ſo unpleaſant 


as thoſe at preſent detailed. I wiſh them 


to be indelibly engrayen on the tablets 


of your memory, that when the ſame 
diſpoſitions are predominant, you may 
reflect on the probable conſequences of 


* 5 indulging 
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indulging them. In thoſe unacquainted 


with the goodneſs of your heart, and 
warmth of feelings, where your affecti- 
ons are intereſted, ſuch traits of your 
charatter would effectually check any 
defire for further acquaintance and 
probably induce elderly females to point 
you out to cheir young relations as a 
companion whoſe ſociety was not to be 
courted, Jeſt example might prove 
ſtronger than n 


- To expatiate- on the ſinfulneſs of not 
behaving in the Houſe: of God” as 
befitteth thoſe - who hope to become 
*< inheritors of his kingdom,” I ſhould 
have imagined a ſuperfluous part of my 
duty; yet you muſt be convinced that 
1 have never omitted to recommend to 


each of you, that quiet and ſteady de- 


meanour 


( 3; ö 
meanour hea in a place of worſhip, 
for which our ſex ought to be remarked; 
and I am happy to ſay that I have ſel. 
dom had cauſe tor reprehenſion. Judge 
of my mortification at diſcovering, that 
when freed from the reſtraint my pre- 
ſence impoſes, you evince the inefficacy | 
of my inſtructions, and lead me to con- 
clude, that had I been leſs watchful, 
you would, on other occaſions, have diſ- | 
played the ſame reſtleſsnefs and inatten- 
tion to the offices then performing, 
giving no room to hope that your mind. 
was engaged with che ſubject, while 
your eye appeared to. be fixed on your 
Prayer Book. 


"THE indifference manifeſted by the 
greater part of moſt congregations in > 
London, and its vicinity, for one part 
K 6 | ot 
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8 of religious worſhip, is much to be la- 


mented—I need not ſay that I mean 
plalmody ; and this too in an age when 
muſic, both vocal and inſtrumental, is 
univerſally taught. Indeed I can have 
no idea how the ſame perſon who judges 
it indiſpenſably neceſſary to follow the 


Prayers of the Litany, and to have a 


ſemblance of devotion while the prieſt is 


at the communion-table, ſhould turn a 


deaf ear to the command given to praiſe 
their Maker, and, while the infant voices 


of the children of charity are ſwellingtheir 


little throats with notes of thankfulneſs, 


preſerve a ſtubborn ſilence, not ee 
worth their while to open their book at che 
pſa}m, which the clerk informs them is 
then to be ſung. I have ſeen young ladies, 
with exceltent vocal abilities, fit in this 
manner at church in the forenoon, and 


have 


„ | 

have known them paſs their evening in 
ſinging, and playing on the harpfichord. 
If they chooſe the facred ſtrains of Han- 
del, or other divine compoſitions, I have 
no objection to ſuch a recreation for a 
Sunday evening; though if their parents 
were of my way of thinking, they would 
interdict ſinging for pleaſure, where it is 
not practiſed for devotion. Theſe ſentiments 
may not ſtrike you fo {Fly now, as 


they will do when on the world of 


waters: you will then look around the 


valt expanſe, tracing. at every view the 


magnitude of þis works, who rides alike 


in the ſtorm and in the calm. At going 


to reſt will you. not be moſt foreibiy led 


to acknowledge your utter dependance 
on Infinite Goodneſs, while you recollect 


that there is but one plank betwixt you 


and eternity? If you have never prayed 


| 
| 


with 


„ our Ee prin > 
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( 86 ) 
with fervency bene, how ET you con- 
demn your former unthankfulneſs and 
feel that prayer and praiſe from the crea- 
ture to the Creator is but a ſmall and 
neceſlary tribute for the benefits hourly | 
conferred. | 

An author whoſe beauties are not yet 
known to many in this country, but 
whoſe intrinſic merit will ſoon introduce 
him to general notice, has the following 
remark ; | 


* ſhip is the crucible in which 
«& morals are put to the teſt, There 
© the kad degenerate more and 
& more, and the good become better. 
7 Virtue, however, can derive adyan= 
tage from every ſituation.” 

J. H. B. DE Sr. PiennE. 
Though 


( 87 ) 

— hough I made a voyage acroſs the 
Atlantick at an earlier age than vou will 
undertake one, yet of what paſt on board 
ſhip I retain a recollection lively enough 
to be fully convinced of the truth of 
the above. When there, you will be 
under the watchful care of the beſt of 
parents. What more 1s neceſſary to be 
urged to a daughter, than to recommend 
a ſtrict obedience to the commands of 
thoſe who love her too ardently to ex ic 
any compliances which have not ulti- 


matẽiy her happineſs in view? 


That you may obſerve ſome of the 


wonders of the deep, and be wafted to 


your deſtined port with propitious gales, 
is my fervent prayer; and ſhould we not 
meet on this ſide the grave, may I have 

the latisfaction of hearing that your pro- 


greſs 
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greſs through life is as fortunate as my 
wiſhes for your peace of mind and proſ- 
perity are fincere. Farewell ; and re- 
member that I am always your . 
ate friend. 


HELENA WELTS. 


LETTER vlII. 


To Miss Margaret R. 


February 0 1797. 


Taar che afſeionate attentions and 
ele attachment of my dear Margaret, 
have made the deepeſt impreſſion on my 
mind, I truſt my conduct has ſufficiently 
proved. The moment has arrived, when 
it is incumbent on me to ſpeak deci- 
fively ; when I muſt expreſs my ſenti- 
ments on many ſubjects; nor ſhould they 


have been fo long withheld, but from a 


conſideration to the delicate ſtate of 
your health, 


0 You 
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You are now to conſider me in the light 


of a ſurgeon, who, when conſulted on a 
dangerous caſe, finding nothing ſhort of 
amputation can preſerve the life of his 
patient, boldly undertakes the cure, pro- 


vided implicit obedience is promiſed. 
In performing the operation, though 
{ill and tenderneſs be equally conſpi- 
cuous, pain is neceſſarily inflicted. Should 
the exclamation of the fiifferer render the 
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arm of the operator nerveleſs, however 
the ſpeRator might applaud the feelings: 
of the man, they would deem him unfit, 
for his profeſſion ; and this ill- timed com- 
paſſion might ultimately be condemned 


by the party whoſe agony excited it. 


Wiſhing to act towards you as an affec- 


tionate friend, rather than a rigid diſci- 


plinarian, I have not required of you a 
ſtrict 


ſtrict adherence to rules which were not 


thought too ſevere for others. I have 
remembered, that although your age and 
appearance beſpeaks the woman, your at- 


tainments are inferior to many of my 


pupils ſeveral years younger; and that 
theſe deficiencies are to be imputed to 
your education having been neglected at 
a ſeaſon when the mind naturally expands 
to receive inſtruction. You will readily 
allow that ſtrong incitements to the ac- 
quiſition of knowledge have been. made 
uſe of by me; and as frequently as my 
engagements would permit, you have 
partaken of my ſociety, that you might 
benefit by a communication, as well as 
from the peruſa of books. How will 
your ſenſibility be wounded when I de- 
clare that you have not proved yourſelf 
worthy of having enjoyed this Privilege! 
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( 92 ) 
A recital of the occurrences of the day 
when I am called by buſineſs to town, 


awakens all your attention. Your remarks 


on what is ſaid are frequently pertinent, 
and evince a quickneſs of perception, 
which I have in vain ſought for when dif. 
euſſing topics of more importance. Am 
I to infer from this, that the purſuits 
which I recommend are not ſufficiently 
attractive to call forth the powers of re- 
flection which you poſſeſs; and that con- 
ſequently there is little probability of your 

obtaining thoſe advantages from a reſi- | 


dence in my family, which your friends 


erpected wbæn you were placed under my 
care. I will hope better things from my 
young friend, if I can rouze her to ex- 
ertion by my preſent addreſs. 


+ 1 
/ 


It is the lot of very few to be at once 
remarkable for the brilliancy of their ta- 
lents, and the ſoundneſs of their judg- 
ment; thoſe who unite theſe rare and 
ſterling qualities juſtly excite our ad- 
miration: but becauſe we cannot reach | 
| the too often envied ſummit, to which 
their pre-eminent abilities have attained, 
ſball we ſupinely fir down at its baſe? 
Surely not. Rather let us think with the 
poet, that Time hath golden minutes, 
if diſcreetly ſeized.” And attend to 


the following admonition of the ſame 


writer, while we have no claims upon 
us to prevent our making uſe of thoſe 
ſources of information, which by recourſe 
to the works of approved authors are 
always at our command: : BY: 


« O liſten 


14:8) 


52 0 Uiſten not to that enchantreſs Eaſe 
ee With ſeeming ſmile; her palatable cup 
« By ftanding, grows inſipid; and beware 
« The bottom, for there's poiſon in the lees,”” 


Having myſelf imbibed a taſte for 
reading at a time of life when my com- 
panions wereamuſed by playing withtheir 
dolls, T am the more apt to wonder how 
any one can have arrived at the age of 
fourteen, without being convinced of the 
permanent advantages to be derived i 
ſtudy. 


In the firſt letter of this work, ad- 
dreſſed to an amiable young perſon, now 
employed in educating others, you will 
find the kind of reading I recommended 
to her: ſhe had enjoyed many advan- 
tages of early culture, which you have 


not : her eagerneſs to become fit for the 


9 
1 


ſituation 


| 0 93 
Gruation her relations intended her to 
fill, gave me ſincere. pleaſure; though 
in checking the exuberances of the ro- 
mantice imagination of a girl of ſeven- 


teen, there required ſome tenderneſs 


from the principal. She was fully ſens 


ſible of the regard which her good quali- 


ties had inſpired ; and I truſt,- — 


circumſtances will permit it, a renew 


of our former intercourſe will be pro- 


ductive of equal 85 atification to both 
par ties. 


You cannot be mortified at my obſerv- 
ing that I find it neceſſary to point out 
for your peruſal the works of authors 


whoſe beauties were familiar to Miſs 


Johnſon. Mrs. Chapone's “ Letters on 

the Improvement of the Mind,” would, 

I am ſatisfied, teach you many things 
eſſential 
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| ( 96 ) ; 
eſſential to happineſs, of which you are 
now ignorant; ſo would Dr. Gregory's 
„ Father's Legacy to his Daughters, 
and the Sermons to Young Women,” 
of my much reſpected, and ſincerely 
lamented friend, Dr. James Fordyce. 
| 4 

In peruſing the poem of our immortal 
Thomfon on the Seaſons, you will find 
your boſom glow with gratitude to your 
Maker for having placed you in temper- 
ate chmes, and under a mild govern- 
ment, where you are neither expoſed to 
witnefs the fatal effects of the whirlwinds 
and hurricanes of the torrid zone, or to 
trace the ſtill more dreadful devaſtation 
cauſed by the caprice and ungovernable 
paſſions of an eaſtern deſpot. If you 
have one ſpark of kindred genius in 
your ſou}, how will you be delighted 


z 


with 


to 3 


with this poet” s animated views of na- 


tare ; nor will his fetches of human 


life, in his various pathetic narratives, 
fail to intereſt the feelings, and to pene- 
trate to the inmoſt receſſes of the heart. 


With what exultation will you ſay, when 


you have concluded the work, it was my 
country that gave birth to the author of 
this poem. 


You have obſerved the effects of per- | 


ſeverance in one of your companions, 


Miſs Martha L.; you may recollect that 
within the ſhort ſpace of three months 
how averſe ſhe was to letter writing; you 
alſo know that it was the earneſt with of 
her mother that ſhe ſhould conquer this 
diſlixe. At my: requeſt ſhe has devoted 
a certain portion of time to her pen: 
not a week elapſed without her inditing 


F a letter 
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à letter, addreſſed either to myſelf or 


ſome of her family: the ſubject and ſtyle 
were left to herſelf. When finiſhed, 1 


pointed out the grammatical errors, and 


where I thought a change of words would 
add force to the expreſſion. She has ſo 


far profited by theſe practical inſtructions, 
that by the laſt mail to the Leeward 


Iſlands was diſpatched a letter of ſome 
pages, addreſſed to her father, which for 
correctneſs and elegance of language 
might have done honour to any young 
lady of her age. You will recolle& that 


1 refuſed to look over the rough ſketch 


which ſhe made, determining that even 
the punctuation ſhould be her own. I 
have known young ladies who could not 
write a page of grammar, and whoſe or- 
thography was as reprehenſible as their 
Kyle, 95 half their leiſure hours in 
ſeribbling, 


5 


your friends. 


( 99 ) 
ſcribbling, at the ſame time affecting to 
ſay, that indeed they could not write a 
letter twice; they had not patience fot 
making a firſt copy; betraying their ig- 
norance in more ways than one hy this 
declaration; for ſurely there muſt be an 
original before there can be a copy: 
therefore, my dear, until you are ca- 
pable of writing with eaſe and correct- 
neſs, take care always to make a rough 
draught, and then a fair copy, before you 
think of diſpatching an epiſtle to any of 


· 


Mrs. L. is almoſt the only parent who 
has placed her daughter under my care, 
who appears to conſider a thorough 


ES ; 
knowledge of her native tongue, both in 


{peaking and writing, an accompliſhment 
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of the firſt importance to a young woman. 


My parents were of the ſame opinion. 
This induced me early in. life to pay no 
{mall degree of attention to the converſa- 


tion of ſenſible men and women. It being 


my peculiar good fortune to be admitted 
into the preſence of many literary charac- 
ters, I had an opportunity of correcting 
my own errors, by obſerving where their 
pronunciation varied from mine, At 
the ſame period I had occaſion to write 
frequently to members of my own family, 
from whom I was ſeparated by the diſaſ. 
trous effects of the American war. Thus 
you ſee I had a real correſpondence to 

conduct; and the individuals to whoſe 
critical examination I regularly commit- 
ted the effufions of my pen, while they 
told me {evere truths, conveyed them in 
the moſt affect ionate language, convincing 
me 


„ 

me that their cenſures were more valu- 
able than the praifes of others, who pro- 
bably, when awarding them, were di- 


verting themſelves at my expence. 


I hope you , my dear girl, will judge my 
friendly reproofs by the ſame criterion, 
and confider thoſe who would perſuade 
you that thoſe harſhnefſes of dialect 
which muſt offend the car of the judici- 
ous, (and to endeavour to remove which, 
has coſt me ſuch infinity of trouble) are 
not unpleaſant, are far from being inter- 
eſted in your welfare. Without preten- 
ſions to beauty, you have notwithſtand- 
ing ſome perſonal attractions, which are 
generally acknowledged by the men in 
whoſe company you chance to be. You 
are at preſent conſidered by them as a 
pupil of nature, and your fimple expreſ- 
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1 
fions from your youth are acceptable. 
Were you verging to thirty inſtead of 
twenty, they might have a different effect. 


How ſwiftly will the next ten years 
paſs away. And if, when the bloom of 
youth with its attendant vivacity is gone, 
you have no fund of entertainment with- 
in, no habitual cheerfulneſs arifing from 
the conſciouſneſs of ſpending your days 
in uſeful employments, and partaking of 
rational amuſements, which are in a great 
meaſure within the reach of every perſon, 


N independent of the outward objects that 


may be immediately preſent to their view, 
how cheerleſs and void will your future 
proſpects appear. 


Should you have entered into the ho- 
nourable ſtate of matrimony, your huſ- 
| band 
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band will ſeek for enjoyment in other ſo- 
ciety than yours. An inſipid companion 
to jog on with through thirty or forty 
years is a dreary proſpect for a man Who 
has a true reliſh for domeſtic pleaſures. 
Nor will you be better qualified for fulfil- 
ling the maternal duties, the performance 
of which opens to every woman of prin- 
ciple and good ſenſe, ſources of delight 
ſuperior to any other of which mortality is 


capable. 


In a ſingle life you may orobably (ll. 
more ſenſibly feel your own Joſs in having 
omitted to emulate the example of others. 
By unremitting attention and application 
you may yet juſtify your kind relative for 
appropriating certain ſums for your im- 
provement and introduction into life, 
which others have conceived might have 


ES "Doe 
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been more judiciouſly beſtowed. You 
have always profeſſed yourſelf fully ſen- 
ſible of your obligations to this gencrous 
and affectionate brother, as well as of my 
friendſhip and regard. Prove by your ac- 
tions that theſe ſentiments are genuine, 
and you will more than I can exprels, 
gratify her, who is with ſincerity of heart, 


your well-wiſher and friend, 


Hu IENA WELLS, 


( 105 1 


. 
To my Pupils under Fonrtcen Years of doe. 


arch 24, 179). 
| 'T oven my letters have been for the 
molt part addrefled to their elder compa- 
nions, my little friends muſt not, on that 
account, conclude me leſs ſolicitous for 
their welfare and improvement, than for 


that of their ſeniors. 


That you were much delighted by the 
notice which formerly took of you, I 
have not only been told by yourſelves, 
but aſſured, by your reſpective friends, 
that the inſtructions then conveyed made 

F 5 the 
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the defired impreſſion, and that your be- 
baviour at home, during the ſucceeding 
vacations, conſidering your early years, 
was as correct as could reaſonably be - 
pected. Your prompt compliance with 
my wiſhes entitled you to my approba- 
tion and fincere thanks; nor have I 
the ſmalleſt doubt, -that, after having 
tiſted the ſweets of well-earned praiſe, 
you will be led to conduct yourſelves on 
any future occaſion, ſo as to require 
cenſure or puniſhment. 


A graceful carriage, and eaſy air, im- 
preſſes on ſtrangers ſo favourable an opi- 
nion of perſons who poſſeſs them, that I 
would have you, by every means in your 
power, ſtrive to get the better of auk- 
ward habits, which are invincible obſta- 
cles to your becoming remarkably grace- 
ful. 


EC wy > 


ful. Some children 9 by way of amuſe-- 


ment, bite their nails; others pick their 
fingers; and not a few beat the tatoo with 
their feet: theſe diſguſting practices 
are all acquired, and, if not early con- 
quered, will make you objects of gene- 
ral diſlike and ridicule. Your bodies, at 
your age, are ſo pliable, and the muſ- 
cles fo ductile, that the greateſt poſſible . 
pains ſhould be taken to prevent your. 
leaning to one fide or the other when- 


you walk, or while you are ſtanding to 


read or recite. You have ſeen the hu- 
man frame diſtorted depend upon it 
tew are born crooked ; from apparently 
the moſt trivial cautes deformity is known. 
to proceed; and not till it is paſt reme- 


dying, do young people diſcover, that 


their want of attention to what has been 
ſaid on their manner of walking, &c. 


7 6 „ 


(ll } 
will be a never- ceaſing ſource of regret 
to themſelves, | 

To dance with elegance and agility 
is the peculiar accompliſhment of the 
young. The eaſy management of the 
hands and feet does not conſtitute the 
chief excellence, though certainly they 
are the ground-work of good dancing. 
To thoſe who wiſh to be conſidered 
_ graceful dancers, the mode in which 
the head is carried is of infinite conſe- 
quence; ſtiffly erect would excite ridi- 
cule from the beholders; that, hows. 
ever, is an exceſs ſeldom to be noticed; 
how often the contrary is remarked, 1 
appeal to your own recollection of 
Monſeur Feuilliade's frequent admoni— 
tions on this ſubject. Well do I remem- 
ber my maſter's ſevere language on the 


lame 


( 9 ) 


fame occaſion. I have abundant reaſon 


to thank him for his perſeverance, And 


when the faſhionable bend, which the la- 
dies of the preſent day have adopted, 1s 


baniſhed the polite circles, the rifing ge- 


neration may be induced to lend a more 
attentive ear to les maitres du danſe, 
petting the carriage of the head 


and ſhoulders, than at this moment they 


judge neceſſary. There is an efſemial re- 


quiſite to a good dancer, which you may 
all poſſeſs, though you have neither an 
ear for muſic, or a fine form; and that 
is—attention. In a country dance, and 
ſometimes too 1n the ſimpleſt figure that 
can be deviſed, a whole ſet will be de- 


ranged by the heedleſsneſs of one or two. 


In right hand and left, the confuſion that 
is created when one, out of four, does 
not underſtand the figure, is too evident 
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to need enlarging upon. The diſgrace 
you bring upon your maſter when you 
chus expoſe yourſelves, is on his account 
much to be lamented ; for his very ſub- 
| fiſtence depends upon the progreſs of his 
ſcholars ; and though he is to all equally 
| attentive, if a few are obſtinate and care- 
| leſs, they caſt a cloud. on the. whole 
number. 

While dancing a minuet, you ſhould 
appear entirely engroſſed by a deſire to 
Acquit yourſelf tothe beſt of your ability. 
An air of ſullenneſs, diſſatisfaction, or 
liſtleſsneſs, is extremely offenſive in the 
eyes of the ſpectator. I have not unfre- 
quently ſeen young ladies go down a 
country- dance at a ball, with a ſolemnity 
in their looks and manner, that would 
have befitted their ſeniors when called 


u 10 N 


1 
upon to conſole a friend in affliction. 
Dancing is both a pleaſant and health - 
ful exerciſe; and in youth, where the 
heart is the ſeat of peace, naturally pro- 
motes a flow of animal ſpirits. The ex- 
preſſion of the countenance is, on ſuch 
occaſions, the only medium by which 
ſtrangers can judge of the 1 interior; and 
when that is ſo unfavourable, little en- 
quiry is made reſpecting the good qua- 
lities, which, on acquaintance, a young 
perſon might be found to poſſeſs. Thoſe 
who are petulant, and diflatizied with- 


out cauſe, find it very ditficuk to gain 


friends; for even among her own family, 
the who is of a chearful, accommodat- 
ing temper, will have the preference, 
though ſhe be in no degree remarkable 
for her wit or ſuperior knowledge; good- 


humour, and a deſire to promote the 
happi- 


(z) 

happineſs of others, being of ſuch in- 
trinſic value, that no other quality can 
come in competition with them; nor is 
it poſſible to be happy yourſelves, if 
your enjoyments are in any degree leſ- 
ſened by hearing the praiſes of your 
companions. I wiſh you, my dear girls, 
fully to comprehend my meaning; for 
while I am not a little gratified at per- 
ceiving that you enter with ſpirit into 
the amuſement of quick dancing, in- 
ſtead of labouring through it as if a taſk 
were impoſed, I would likewiſe be de- 
firous of having you diſtinguiſhed for the 
graceful and appropriate manner with 
which you. perform the ſlower move» 
ments. I have ſometimes obſerved that 
young people who are tolerable. dancers 
of. minuets, affect. to be not a little 


amulcd wich the miſtakes of their part- 


ner 


( 13 9 


ner who have been a ſhorter time under 


the tuition of a maſter, and who, on 
that account, and no other, are not as 
able to acquit themſelves fas they are. 

To tell yon that ſuch behaviour is highly 
improper, 1 almoſt conſider ſuperfluous; 
for you muſt be well convinced one in- 
ſtance of the kind would be followed by 
a loſs of my favour; and I flatter myſelf 
you prize that too highly, not to avoid 
moſt carefully even the chance of incur- 
ring my diſpleaſure, 


I do not forget that I was once a child; 
and, in the hours of recreation, it is my 
delight to obſerve the various expedients 
you fall upon for amuſing each other. 
But when you are aſſembled to dance, al- 
though chat is to be conſidered as an amuſe- 
ment, 


| E 

ment, remember that I expect the fame 
decorum to be obſerved in my prefence, 
as would be enforced in the beſt regulated | 
aſſembly. Adieu, | 


Mes chers enſans. 
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To Miss Martha L. 

- April 16, 1797. 

80 little are you, my dear young friend, 
accuſtomed to the language of reproof, 
I fear to wound your feelings, by ſpeak- 
ing, with frankneſs, on ſome points on 1 
which J hold it to be my duty to enlarge; | 2 
though I am free to confeſs that I ſhould {1 


find ſome difficulty in bringing forward 9 1 
any deviation from propriety in your ge- Ri 
neral conduct, or inſtances of apparent 
indifference to my inſtructions, whether 
delivered publicly or privately. Your 
conſtant ſtudy to pleaſe, has, in ſome de- 
gree, 


( 116 ) 
gree, kept me ſilent, being fully con- 


vinced, that in many of your compa- 


nions I ſhould be happy to fee that diffi- 


dence, and retiredneſs of manner, which 
is reprehenſible in you, only as it is car- 
ricd to exceſs. 6 

You are well acquainted with the r ma- 
tives by which your mother was influs 


enced in placing you under my care. 


You know too that her liberality of mind 


led her to defire that you might have 


every recreation and advantage of mix- 
ing in elder ſociety, compatible wih a 
proper attention to your ſtudies. Are 
you, my dear Martha, fully ſenſible of 


the kindneſs which dictated this? If you.” 


imagine fo, I muſt 'undeceive you. 


When | 


my 8 w»- 


( 19 ) 


When I communicate to you, that I 


have accepted an invitation to paſs the 
evening, and that you are to accompany 
me, though you are not remiſs 1 in paying 
me proper ee for the fa- 
your conferred, your countenance does 
not indicate the ſatisfaction that young 
people generally feel on ſuch occaſions, 
and which they take no pains to con- 
ceal. 


I might not, perhaps, have been ſo | 
cal ſiruck with your averſion to 
enter into company, if it had not been 
diſplayed one evening when we were 
going to viſit a family whoſe muſical 
entertainments and chearful converſation 
were too well known, and too juſtly va- 
lued, to excite any fears for the party 
not proving agrecable ; to you I ſhould 
> have 


( ) 
has thought it would be peculiarly ſo, 
from the acquaintance being of your 
: aunt's circle as well as mine. I was ſorry 
to obſerve that this indifference to out- 
ward objects was very viſible in your 
's gueſt, and 
by thoſe who were unacquainted with 


manner while Mrs. 


your wiſh to become a member of my 
family, might have been imputed to 
your being ſent from home againſt your 
inclinations; conſequently that while you 
were in my preſence you could not enter 
with ſpirit into any amuſement, how- 
ever pleaſant it would otherwiſe have 
been to you. A preceptreſs leſs diſpoſed 
than I am to trace effects to their cauſes, 
would certainly have drawn this conclu- 
ſion, not only from | your behaviour on 


that evening, but at other times when 1 


have had parties in my own houſe, at 
which 


13 
which you and other of my young friends 
, 9 ' 
aſſiſted. ; 
Shall I tell you, that from minutely 
obſerving your actions, I am inclined 

to credit a report, to which I had hither- 
to turned a deaf ear, viz. that you are 
ingenious enough to fancy yourſelf a 
Heroine of romance, and to aim at perſoni- 
fying 

. The matron Melancholy, 


* Goddeſs of the tearful eye, | 
«© That loves to fold her arms and figh.”” 


Is my information accurate, my {ſweet 
girl? If it be, ſuffer me in the plain 
language of ſimple truth, to warn you 

from the dangers attendant on the indul- 


gence of ſuch chimeras. Confider what 


you owe to your parents, to yourſelf, 


and 
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and above all to your Maker, . in- 
finitely wiſe and beneficent, beſtowed on 
you excellent talents, and made your 
outward form ſingularly attractive; fail 
not to remember too, that he gave you 
an immortal ſoul, which will one day 
regain its native ſkies, if you do not wil- 
fully impede its progreſs thither. Inno- 
cent and pure as your heart now is, the 
diſpoſitions which you cheriſh may lead 
on to vice; and the period may not be far 
diſtant when you will regret the loſs of 
thoſe opportunities of receiving inſtruc- 
tion, which will not purſue you, if you 
| ſeek to elude them. 


Apply yourſelf with all diligence to 
che ſtudy of your own character. Believe 
me, to know ourſelves thoroughly is a 
branch of knowledge the moſt difficult 

0 


to attain; but when accompliſhed, the 
reward is immediate and certain. When 
you have taken time for reflection, and 
your good ſenſe has proved to you how 
many young women are withheld by 
their parents from partaking of thoſe en- 
joymenis which eagerly court your ac- 
ceptance, I am convinced you will no 
longer teſtify chat unwillingneſs to par- 
tici pate in innocent pleaſures, which at, 
this moment diſguſts thoſe around you, 
and, in future, may be productive of 
unhappineſs not only to yourſelf, but 
to thoſe who unfortunately may conceive 
it of conſequence to their individual 
comfort your wearing the ſmile of com- 
Placency. | 


I might not, my dear girl, aſſume this 
i{*rious tone on an occaſion to which, 


=” G raillery 


* 
( 122 ) 

raillery appears moſt ſuitable, if I had 
not been told by your mother that your 
evident diſlike to ſociety had excited 
in her maternal boſom the livelieſt ap- | 
prehenſions, and that it was her earneſt - 
requeſt to me to adopt any mode 1 
ſhould judge expedient for rouzing your 
latent powers; 1n ſaying this, you will 
believe, ſhe was not a little ſoftened by 
her own emotions; nor could I receive 
the charge without: feeling, in its fulleſt 
extent, the duty.impoſed by it, and de- 
termining to ſnew myſelf worthy of ſuch 
a mark of confidence, 8 


i 


How often has it been aſſerted that 
inſtin& goes beyond gratitude, the love 
of the parent for its offspring being live- 
lier and ſtronger than that of the child 


to the author of its being. Should you 
ever 


ever be a mother yourſelf, you will find 
whether this poſition admits of doubt : 
but you will, whether married or fingle, 
at ſome period of your life, feel that 
there is no ſorrow which pierces the 
heart like that which has its origin in 
ſelf.reproach. Be aſſured, before it is 
too late, that ſhould you be deprived of 
the foſtering care of your invaluable 
mother, without having had an oppor- 
tunity of proving your gratitude for her 
manifold kindnefles and unwearied at- 
tention to your happineſs, you will ex- 
perience, in its full force, the truth of 

the above remark, In one branch of 
education you have, within the laft 
three months, made conſiderable pro- 
greſs ; and you know how much your 
mother has been gratified in diſcerning 
the fruits of your application, Do not 


ES imagine 


tas 3 - 
ipagine that I require a ſtill further 
proof of your improvement in letter- 
writing by expecting an anſwer to this 
epiſtle ; I will not enjoin a taſk ſo painful 
to your feelings z but I expect that you 
will prove by your actions and future 
deportment that my admonitions have 
been received with thankfulneſs, and 
that 1 ſhall have no further occaſion to 
hold up to your view the probable con- 
ſequences of a perverſion. of the gifts of 
nature and fortune, which Heaven in 


its bounty has laviſhed upon you. 


Ll 


* 
1 


1 will conclude by offering to your 
obſervation a remark of the pious and 
candid Ganganelli which I think more 
appoſite to my preſent ſubject than any 
chat J could now urge of my own. 


6 


26 


Cane). 


lt is faid, with reaſon, that imagin- 


ation is the mother of dreams, and. 


even produces more than the night; 


but theſe are the more dangerous, as, 


in giving way to them, we do not 


think we dream, while the morning. 


is {ure to undeceive us as to the il- 

luſions of the night.“ 

Believe me to be, my dear Martha, 
Your truly affectionate friend, 


HELENA WELLS. 
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LETTER XI. 


To my former Pupils. 
5 December 28, 1798. 
D EPRIVED as T have long been of che ſo- 
ciety of many of my young friends, in 
whoſe happineſs I ſhall ever feel a lively in- 
tereſt, and who are now, I truſt, proving to 
their reſpective families, that they have de- 
rived benefit from my inſtrudt ions, I cannot, 
in my own opinion, employ to a better 
purpoſe the hours of ſecluſion which an 
attention to my health renders neceflary, 
than in continuing to addreſs them by 
letter on ſubjects, which though frequent- 
ly animadverted upon by able writers, 


yet 


n 
yet to the individuals who have been my 
pupils, no language may perhaps ſo effec- 
tually reach the beape, 30 that of her 
whom they were always accuſtomed to 
conſider as their affured friend, and zeal- 
ouſly bent on rendering them uſeful 
members of ſociety, +» | 
Have ye, my dear girls, not already 
diſcovered, that ſurrounded as ye are by 
objects to excite affection, and poſſeſſing 
all the advantages which the protection of 
parents and kind relatives procure, there 
are ſeaſons when you ſigh for that exemp- 
tion from care, which was your portion 
while under my roof. The more you are 
left to your own guidance at your age, 
che more eſſential will you find that inti- 
mate acquaintance with. your thoughts, 
and firm. adherence to truth, which I 
| 8. 3. have 
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have ſo ſtrongly recommended, accuſ. 
toming yourſelves to note down at night : 
the occurrences of the paſt day would be 
a moſt excellent practice; 1 do not mean 
an incoherent detail of the viſits you have 
paid, or incidents equally unimportant, 
I would have you try to remember which 
of your actions excited pleaſure or pain: 
if you have given offence to either of 
your brothers or ſiſters, to conſider if you 
were not the aggreſſor, by expecting 
them to ſacrifice their judgment to yours, 


when you had taken no trouble to aſcer- 


tain which was the beſt founded, your 
oppoſition being more the effect of a 
proneneſs to contradict; than even a deſtre 
of convincing. Meekneſs of diſpoſition, 
and mildneſs of manners, is ſo truly de- 
firable in woman, that I would have all 


thoſe I love, ſtrive to conquer the leaſt 


tendency 


( 129 ) 
tendency to impetuoſity of expreſſion 
and quickneſs of reply, theſe being con- 
fidered by accurate obſervers as ſure 1n- 
dications of a froward irritable temper 
that requires correction. If we do not 
very early learn to keep our paſſions in 
due ſubjection, they will moſt aſſuredly 
become our maſters. It is not when: 
bending under the preſſure of thoſe cala- 
mities to which humanity is incident 
that we are capable of diſcerning our own 
errors, or of rectifying them; and yet how 
many who till then have-been ſurrounded 
by flatterers, find that they have acquired 
no uſeful knowledge, and that the praiſes | 
conferred on them, were ſimply the tri-- 
bute extorted by their rank and ſituation 
in life, and is-paid-indiſeriminately*to 
others of leſs merit, by thoſe who 
found a ſeat at their table convenient, 
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( 1 30 ) : 
or their countenance in public advan- 
tageous. 8 


Frequently as I have recommended to 
you the ſtudy of the Scriptures, I feel 
that to my own ſex I could for ever ex- 
patiate on this important topic. 


In my commerce with the world 1 
have ſeen men with very little ſenſe of 
religion, who notwithſtanding acted up- 
rightly, and from a regard to moral obli- 
gations would not have been guilty of a 
baſe or ungenerous action, though aſſured 
in committing it of eſcaping detection, 


and of accompliſhing a purpoſe on which 


they believed much of their ſucceſs in 


life would depend. Honour to them was 
as ſtrong a ſtimulative to adhere to the 
path of rectitude, as the fear of offending 

1 his 


his Maker to the piqus man. But a wor 


man who feels not in her heart the ſacred 


flame which impels her to conſtant ado- 
ration of the Deity, and to check the 


wanderings of imagination, which with- 


out the ſecret unerring guide of con- 


ſcience, fortified by the precepts of the 
Goſpel, would lead her into a labyrinth 
of error, from which no friendly hand 
could extricate her, is in a truly lament- 
able ſtate. The more extended her in- 


formation, and the more brilliant her ta- 


lents, ſo much the greater is the danger 
of her being overwhelmed in the vortex 


of vice and infidelity. The vanity which 


a review of her own attainments inſpires: 


| fits her mind for the reception of gueſts, _ 
which if once harboured, deſtroy the pu- 


rity of the female character, and in ſpite 
of the moſt ſhining abilities deprive thoſe 


8 6 who 


„ 

_ who admit them of our approbation and 
regard. Beware then of the firſt ſuggeſ- 
tions of human pride, which would 
weaken your refſpect for religion. Be aſ- 
ſured you are playing with your laſt ſtake, 
and wilfully bereaving yourſelf of a re- 
ſource which in Sickneſs, 1 in poverty, and in 
death, will be a never failing comforter. 


Woman has too oſten no protector but 
virtuous principle, no ſupport but what 
ſhe derives from her induſtry. She can- 
not launch into public life on her own 
foundation as the other ſex frequently 
do, and who in many inſtances are the 
architects of their own fortunes. In 
all her undertakings, ſhe requires aid, 
and the countenance of the reſpectable 
part of both ſexes. The quickeſt diſ- 
cernment will not lead her to appreciate 


the 


1 
the motives of thoſe who are forward to 
promote her intereſts till they have been 
put to the proof; and how often does ſhe 
find under the garb of the moſt diſinter- 
eſted friendſhip, the perverter of her 
principles, and the violater of her honour. 


Of how much importance then is it to 
ſeek in youth to acquire the habit of re- 
flection, and of tracing effects to their 
cauſes. This will prevent your being 
dazzled with ſmoothly flowing periods, 
that have only tinſel to recommend them, 
and cannot bear the inveſtigation of 
truth and experience. Above all things 
apply with the utmoſt diligence to the 
correction of your own faults, rather than 
to the diſcerning thoſe of your neighbour. 
'The government of our paſſions ought to 

OY "ks 


4 
be our conſtant aim, becauſe the ſame 
propenſities which, under: che guidance 
of reaſon and virtue, lead to laudable 
purſuits and uſeful diſcoveries, may, 
where the culture of the heart and mind 
has been ſo far neglected, as not to be | 
ſtrongly impreſſed with thistruth, tend to 
deſtroy the peace of private families, and 
to ſow diſcord among the neareſt and. 
deareſt friends, That reſtleſs curioſity 
which ſome women evince, .(and how 
many of the other ſex are equally its 
ſlaves, ) reſpecting the concerns of others, 
about whoſe happineſs or proſperity they 
are wholly indifferent, is a ſtriking illuſ- 
tration of this fact. Under the dominion. 
of good ſenſe and a cultivated underſtand- 

ing, this might have proved a ſpirit of 
| enquiry, and a thirſt tor knowledge, the 


fruits 


( 

fruits of which might have rendered the 
poſſeſſors bleſſings to ſociety, inſtead of 
being conſidered as.its ſcourge. 


The ſureſt 1 to prevent ourſelves 
from becoming indebted to the occur- 
rences of the day for amuſement, is to 
ſeek in a variety of employments that ex- 
erciſe for both mind and body, which 
leaves not a vacant hour to beſtow upon 
conjecturing what is paſſing in the houſes 
and among the families of our acquaint- 
ance. This plan once laid down, and ri- 
gidly adhered to, will contribute ſo much 
towards increafing your ſtock of enjoy- 
ments, and to obtaining the regard of 
your ſuperiors, the love of your equals, 
and the reſpect of your inferiors, that ye 
will paſs through life unmoved by a 
multiplicity of untoward circumſtances 
and 


( 

and trivial vexations, which deſtroy the 
repoſe, and not unfrequently the health 
of the indolent. Ye know not of how 
many pleaſures ye deprive yourſelves 
when ye cheriſh an averſion to exertion. 
Activity of mind and body is indeed an 
invaluable blefling to thoſe who poſſeſs it. 
Our power as individuals toreſcue merit 
in diſtreſs is, in truth, very limited ; but 
with a ſanguine dif; poſition, and a prompti- 
rude to exert our influence in favour of a 
child of forrow, we may be the means of 
not only ſoothing the ſpirits df the de- 
jected ſufferer; in convincing her that ſhe 
is not deſerted by the world, but of point- 
ing out to the affluent and powerful an 
object worthy of exciting commiſeration, 
on whom they may with ſatisfaction to 
themſelves beſtow ſome portion of that 
ſuperfluity Heaven has bleſt them with, 
| and 
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and of which they are only conſidered 
te ſtewards, who muſt at the great day 
of reckoning render a faithful account 
of what may have been committed to 
their charge. 


The ſelfiſhneſs of many young women 
has excited my ſurpriſe. | To gain a fa- 
vourite point, to accompliſh- what they 
with (ſuch as getting a chaperone for 
an afſembly, on their appearance at 
which they have indulged hopes of con- 
queſt) no effort is ſpared': they will even 
condeſcend to pay the moſt ſervile atten - 
tions to characters little entitled to re- 


ſpect, and whoſe ſociety at another ſeaſon 
they would ſhun. Talk to them of a 
companion whom they have in her bet- 
ter days known, and profeſſed a friend- 
ip for, who is reduced to gain her live- 
lihood 


38) 
hood by an exertion of thofe talents 
and adcompliſhments which were cuyi- 
vated with a view of fitting her for mov- 
ing in the beſt circles, as an independent 
character, and they are apathy itlelf in 
the coldeſt language attempting to expreſs 
their ſorrow for her misfortunes, and their 
utter inability to render her any ſervice, 
| when from the mere faculty of recolle&- 
ing that ſuch a perſon exiſts, they might, 
in the courſe of one of their morning 
tours to pay viſits, by ſimply mentioning 
her name in terms of reſpect and regard, 
induce others to give that patronage and 
countenance which alone is wanting to 
enſure ſucceſs to the laudable attempts 
of the induſtrious. Do not ſuch inſen- 
üble beings need to encounter the ſtorms 
of adverſity themſelves, in order to teach 
them how to feel for the woes of others? 
L be- 


1390 

I beſeech you, my beloved friends, to 
encourage in your hearts that philanthro- 
phy which reflections like theſe will in- 
ſpire : remember that ye live not for 
yourſelves alone; and that when on the 
bed of ſickneſs (from which there is no 
exemption for the rich or poor,) the 


recollection of one virtuous action per- 
formed, the prayers of one individual 


for your recovery, whoſe widowed heart 
Jou have cauſed to fog for joy, will 
tend more to alleviate the pain of the 


body, and ſolace the mind, than the 
ſhadows of tumultuous pleaſures, which: 
even in the moment of poſſeſſion were 


not without alloy. Have you not often 
experienced, when returning from a ball 
ſpiritleſs and fatigued, that the anticipa- 


tion of your .evening's amuſement had 


been much more gratifying than the 


amuſement 


— 


ee i 
amuſement itſelf. Have you not ſome- 


perſon for whoſe ſake you alone wiſhed 
to join the party ; and what is ſtill more 
difficult to be borne, has it never hap. 
pened, that when there, thoſe attentions 


have been paid to another, which you 


imagined were your due; nor would you 
have thought ſo but for the decided pre- 
' ference ſhewn to yourſelf on other occa- 
ſions. I truſt when any of you do dil- 
cover this inconſiſtency of conduct ſo 
prevalent in the young men of the pre- 
fent day, you wilt know how to treat 
them with the contempt they deſerve. 
It is only with girls who are devoted to 
public places, that their male acquaim- 
"ance dare to trifle in this manner. Her 
who finds happineſs in the boſom of her 
own family, who ſecks to mark every 


hour 


times been diſappointed in meeting the 


Gm»: 
hour ere it wings its light by ſome im- 
proving avocation, will ever feel inde- 
pendent of the regard of all but the wiſe. 
and good, | 


I do not think I can conclude better | if! 
than in the words of a reſpectable writer jt 
and divine, whoſe practice through along li 
life accorded with his precepts.— 


« Beauty and wit will die; learning 0 
will vaniſh away ; and all the arts of ns 
life be ſoon forgot; but virtue will 


c . 


* 


0 


La) 


remain for ever, If you are wiſe, then 


ſtudy virtue, and contemn every thing 


N 


© that can come in competition with it. 


© Remember that his alone is honour, 
„ glory, wealth, and happineſs. Secure 1 


cc 


this, and you ſecure every thing. 8 
** Loſe this, and all is loft.” 1 
I need 1 


„ = 

IM need ſcarce add, that I am always the 
ſincere well-wiſher of my pupils, and 
th eir affectionate friend. 
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8 my ow young friends, do I feel. 


ardently intereſted in the improvement of 
your minds, and to have the power of con- 
vincing you, that whether abſent or pre- 

ſent, thoſe who have deſerved my appro- 
| bation and eſteem, will ever retain 


ſtrong hold on my affections, and be en- 


titled to the exertion of my abilities for 


their advantage. 


| Frequent and diffufe as have been my 


admonitions, I do not recolle& that 1 
| have 


» 
a * 
1 
+ 
TY 

4 
4 
- 
U 
1 7 
TH \ 
a 7 
N 
74 
3 
F x 
\ l 
3: 
TY 1 
4 
. 
[ 
? 
+ | 
7 
ry 
* 1 

— 

i : 
i 
. 


— 


a - o * 
— — —— - ——— 
_ — 8 = _—_ — - 
= >} <> rs works 1 
_ 


( 144 ) 


have warned you to beware of a vice 


which is too generally attributed to wo- 


men, though ſeldom ſuppoſed to be the 
characteriſtic of very young ones -I mean 
detraction. Love ye one another, even 
* as I have loved ye,“ appears to be a 
part of our Lord's commands, but little 


underſtood, and to which no attention 
* 


We are not called upon to emulate 
the bleſſed example of our crucified Sa- 


viour, by ſacrifieing our lives, in order 
to prove the extent of our affection: No. 


But we are required to do unto others 
as we wiſh to be done unto. And we 
are alſo told, that with what meaſure we 
mete even ſo ſhall it be meaſured to us. 
How many whoſe daily employment it 
is to criticiſe the n of their neigk- 


| | | bour 


1 1 
bour, would be found miſerably deficient 
if theirs were recorded and brought to 
light with the ſame unwearied diligence 
as 18 practiſed by themſelves to others. 
Thoſe who give ear to the tale of ſcandal, 
ſhould recolle& that they are in ſome de- 
gree implicated with its authors in the 
miſchief which the propagation of it may 
occaſion ; for no perſon would take the 
trouble of fabricating them, if they were 
not ſure of finding thoſe who would be 
gratified at the recital. | 9 


1 


— 


It is recorded of Socrates, that when 
he heard of evil reports having been cir- 
culated againſt him, which the officiouſ- 
neſs of thoſe who envied his ſuperiority 
watte'". to his ear, under the pretext of 
wiſhing that their authors might be pu- 
niſned, © Lowe them no ill-will”, would 


H he 
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he fay ; for they teach me an awful 


5 leſſon, the natural depravity of the 


<© heart of man. I may, it is true, not 
be guilty of what they charge me with, 

and I hope I am not; but were my 
& ſecret thoughts to be laid open, how 
many paſſions in embrio would they 

find laying in wait to deſtroy my ſoul: 
c it is the conſciouſneſs that their own 
« is in perpetual danger, that leads them 
ce to attribute to me actions which 1 
c never committed, and deſigns which 


| they want opportunity to execute.“ 


cc 


c 


* 
A — 
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Does not the true believer feel the juſ- 
tice and magnanimity of this declaration. 
If then a heathen philoſopher, by the 
fimple light of nature, unaſſiſted by re- 
velation, could reafon in this compre- 
henſive ſtyle, how much farther ſhould 


the 


111 


the knowledge of the ſublime precepts 


of the goſpel lead the chriſtian. For my 
own part I-confeſs that I ſhould be pecu- 
liarly ſuſceptible of attacks on my good 
name; that, and the ſlender talents I poſ- 
ſeſs, having been for many years my ſole 
inheritance. The moſt brilliant parts, 
unaccompanied by the former, would, 
to a woman of ſenſibility, be of little in- 
trinſic value; for unleſs our ſex ſtep boldly 
forward, deſpiſing the laws of ſociety, 
voluntarily becoming the companion of 


the other, of what uſe are acquiſitions of 


any kind, without unblemiſhed repu- 
tation? There is no mid-way: the 


weakeſt of womankind is fully ſenſi- 
ble of this : therefore, when the plea- 
ſant converſation, ſound ſenſe, or other 
a;rremens of one of their compeers, make 
her an enviable object, if ſhe be not im- 
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penetrable to their attacks from the 
weight of her purſe and rank in life, 
they have but to inſinuate that were they 
diſpoſed to be as acceſſible to men as ſhe 
1s, there would be little doubt of their re- 
ceiving the ſame attentions from them. 
Alas! how many valuable perſons, who 
would have been ornaments to ſociety, 
has the malevolence of fools driven into 
obſcurity, and, though contemptible 


themſelves, been the means of repreſſing 


thoſe efforts of genius, which, under 


more friendly influence, would have 


brought forth good fruit. 


. The firſt rule of chriſtian charity, 


ce js to believe no ill if we have not ſeen 


- 


« it, and to be filent if we have ſeen it. 


— 


Thus 
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Thus faid one of the fathers of the 
church ; and thus ſhould ſay all, who, 
fenſible of their own infirmities and 
proneneſs to error, ought to make every 
poſſible allowance for the fraities of 
others. 


Do you believe that a female who has 
from infancy been careſſed by her rela- 
tions and friends, when ſhe forfeits her 
claim to their protection, retains her 
youthful vivacity? Ah, no! a derelic- 
tion of honour is to her a grave of hap- 
pineſs: moſt willingly would ſhe ex- 
change the tumultuous joys'of the mid- 
night ball, _for the privilege of ſoothing 
the ſorrows of an aged parent; the trap- 
pings of vice for the homely garb of 
humble poverty which virtue wears. 
Think of this, ye whom the flattering 

H 3 ſeductions 
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ſeductions of men, and the malignant 


cenſures of women, may have led to the 


brink of deſtruction. Paſs not the rubi- 


con. Retreat is always poſſible; and 


though, in retracing your ſteps, you 


find the paſſage more rugged than when 


you entered, ſacrifice ſome of your 
plumage rather than be yourſelves a ſa- 
crifice, and fear not that your deviations 
will exclude you from the eſteem and 
confidence of the truly good. The al- 


mighty ſearcher of all hearts has witneſſ- 


ed your ſecret ſtruggles; has known your 


temptations; and will to all his ſinful 
creatures ſo far temper mercy with juſ- 
tice, that it muſt be our own faults if we 


cannot indulge the hope of attaining, 


at laſt, to one of thoſe bleſſed manſions, 


which our Lord and Saviour has affured 
us have been prepared from all eternity. 


for 


1 3 
for the reception of thoſe, who believe 
that through. his continual interceſſion 
and merits, the redemption of mankind 


has been accompliſked.. 


To go on with my text: Do we love 
„one another?“ On the contrary, do 
not men prey upon their fellow-men'? 
Are not the poor envious of their rich 
neighbour? And does not he in return 
conſider them as only created to ad- 

miniſter to his neceſſities? Such perſons 
derive no benefit from the mercy and 
loving kindneſs ſhewn to them in plac- 
ing them under the Chriſtian diſpenſati- 
on, inſtead of that of the followers: of 
Maähomet, or the ſtill more pernicious 
ſyſtems of the ancient Druids, and others 

exiſting at this day, where hecatombs-of 


human victims are immolated with a 
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view of gratifying the objects of their 
worſhip. The ineftimable privilege of 
being allowed to approach the ſhrine of 
the true God with our prayers, and the 
offerings of a contrite ſpirit, has not been 


beſtowed without an expectation of our 


| benefiting from the poſſeſſion of it. The 
untutored ſavage may, in his ſphere, 


perform actions more acceptable to the 


Deity, than we do in ours. So may the 


3Viterate poor man, whom we affect to 


deſpiſe. All are of equal importance in 


the eyes of our heavenly father; and he 
who has been a faithful ſteward over a 


little, will receive his recompence, and 


find that it is no rigorous judge to whom 


he muſt render an account of his ftew- 
ardſhip; no harſh maſter who enjoineth 
his ſervants “ to make bricks without 
&« ſlraw;” who putteth the heat and the 


burthen 
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burthen of the day on thoſe whole ſtrength 
faileth them. Every one who boweth with 

ſubmiſſion to his decrees, meeteth ſup- 
port, and, though forſaken by the world, 

will find in communing with their own 

hearts, that peace which paſſeth all un- 

“ derſtanding;” which that we may each 

of us enjoy, is the fervent prayer of your 

affectionate, &c. 
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130 every perſon who will take: 
the trouble of peruſing this little book 


muſt be as ſenſible as I am of the utility 
of pointing out to the young. the gram- 
matical errors of language and falſe pro- 


nunciations that occur in common con- 
verſation,. which are too frequently im- 
bibed in the nurſery, and take fo ſtrong. 
a hold, that all the efforts of the teacher, 


unleſs aſſifted by thoſe with whom the 


pupil hourly aſſociates, are inſufficient 
wholly to eradicate them. None will diſ. 


pute that a clear articulation, graceful de- 


H 6 livery; 


„„ 

livery, correct pronunciation, and a ju- 
dicious choice of words are invaluable to 
| the poſſeſſor; yet how few are there who 
beſtow a thought on the acquiſition of 
them, while an TEEN with foreign 
languages 1s judged indiſpenfible. To 
the diſcerning reader it is unneceflary to 
obſerve the little progrefs that can be 
made in the knowledge of the French 
tongue, or any other, by her who is unac- 


quainted with che idiom of her own. 


* his regiſter of defects I mean chiefly 
for the uſe of the young ladies whom I 
now receive as daily pupils. While my 
heath admitted of my paying that unre- 
mitting attention required from a prin- 
cipal at the head of a boarding ſchool, 
1 availed myſelf of many opportu— 
nities of converſing freely with my pupils, 
with 


; {7 


with a view of becoming choronghly a ac- 


quainted with their characters, and to 
point out to chem their miſtakes and vul- 


gariſms, while the inſtances were recent 
in their recollection. Theſe communi- 


cations during the hours of relaxation 


from ſtudy, I flatter myſelf produced a 


participation of delight between gover- 
neſs and pupil; of my own ſenſations I 


can ſpeak deciſively; nor can I ever be- 


$ 


lieve that this kind of condeſcenſion at 
proper intervals on the part of the in- 
ſtructreſs can fail 01 n. the wen 


. 


Premiſing that this collection has been 
made with no view of benefiting adults, 
I hope none will deem my remarks too 


minute or trivial. Various and excellent 


as are the publications for the improve- 


: ment 


I 
ment of juvenile readers, nothing of the 
kind conſiſtent with my knowledge has 
hitherto been preſented to them. 


What a beautiful day it is Charlotte: 
the poor man who was hung this morn- 
ing, J have been thinking, muſt have 
thought it the darkeſt one he had ever 


known. 


What a pleaſant day Charlotte this is; 
the ſun ſhines ſo beautifully. I thought 
when J roſe of the poor man papa ſaid 
was to be hanged this morning: I doubt 
whether he did not think it the moſt 
gloomy one of his life. 1 remembered. 
him in my, prayers. 


I wiſh you and I was ſchoolfeHows : if T 
zas with you I am ſure I would be ſo 


happy. 
I wiſh 


( 159 ) 
I wiſh you and 1 were ſchoolfellows : 
if I were with you I think I ſhould be 
happy- 5 


I love dancing. Don't you.? For my part 
I reckon upon the dancing days very 
much. 


Are you fond of dancing? It is an 
amuſement I am very partial to; and I 
anticipate the pleaſure I am to receive 
from the attendance of my maſter. 

I have learnt drawing more than a 
year ; but I cannot draw a landſcape to 
pleaſe myſelf or my maſter. | 


I am ſorry to ſay I have been taught 
drawing more than a year, without being 
able to finiſh a landſcape in a manner 

that 


61600 


' that my maſter approves, or to . 


* 


myſelf. 


os 1 have loft my doll's 3 bonnet 
| that I took ſo much trouble to make, 
and I am quite miſerable about it. I told 
| nurſe ſhe 1 find it for me. 


I have met with a heavy loſs. The 
doll's bonnet. you ſaw me making the 
other day : mama ſaid it was pretty ; and 
I am grieved leſt ſhe ſhould be angry 
with me for not taking better care of my 
things. 1 have intreated nurſe to aſſiſt me 
in ſeeking for it. 


If the candles are lit we had better go 
into the dancing-room, 


If 


( 161 ) | 
If the candles are ligbied we had better 
go into the dancing-room ; but as you 


pleaſe. . e 


I did not come to ſchool yeſterday, 
becauſe mama #nozw'd it would be ill- 
convenient to my governeſs to re- 
cèive us. 


1 did not come to Kiel yeſterday, be- 
cauſe mama faid ſhe n it would be 


inconvenient to my governeſs to receive 1 
any of her pupils, hz. * 


Mich do you like beſt, muſic or : dra: 
ing? 


Which do you like beſt to leapn muſic 
or r drawing | ? 


J zwrote 


( : 162 ) 
1 wrote to my brother ſome time apo, 


and I am very much hurt that he has not 
anſwered my letter. 


Some weeks have elapſed ſince I have 
ritten to my brother, and I am rather 


hurt that he has not e the 
receipt of my letter. 


Wy didn't you come laſt night when 
we ſent for you ? you ve no idear what a 
pleaſant evening we had, 


Why did you decline accepting our 
invitation laſt night ? you can have no 
idea of the pleaſant party we had. 


It was quite diſmal going home laſt 
night: not one of the lamps were lit. 

The roads had a very diſmal appear- 
ance laſt night: as we returned home at 


a late 


( 106g 0) 
a late hour not one of the lamps were 
lighted. Th 


Mamar ſays that if it is a fine evening 
to-morrow, we ſhall go to Fox Hall. 


Mama has been ſo good as to promiſe, 
that ſhould the weather be favourable to- 
morrow evening, ſhe will permit us to 
accompany her to Vauxhall. 


Lunnon ſtreets is ſo dirty in winter that 

I don't love to walk in them if I can 
help it. 

In winter the ſtreets of London are ſo 


dirty that I never walk in them at that 


ſeaſon from choice. 


My eldeſt ſiſter learns me my leſſon 
every evening; ſo that when I come to 


ſchool 


(164) 


5 ſchool in the morning I am ready to 
ſay it. 


My eldeſt fiſter has the goodneſs to 
hear me repeat my leſſon to her every 
evening; fo that when I am called upon 
to ſay it at ſchool in the morning, I am 
not often at a loſs, i” 


_ 


I had ſuch a had head-ache yeſterday I 
could eat nothing. 


I had ſo violent a head-ache yeſterday 


as to deprive me of all appetite : I could 


aot eat. 


Papa ſays my edication has coſt him ſo 
much that he thinks it high time for me 


to leave off dancing. 


Papa ſays, that my education has al- 
ready coſt him ſo much, he thinks it 


Proper 


( ) 
proper that 1 ſhould leave off learning to] 


dance. 


o 


3 


1 with mama would let me begin wwrit- 


ing : Tam ſure 1 am as old as fiſter —_ | 
was when ſhe began. — 8 0 | 


I with mama would permit me fo learn | 
to torite: J am as old as ſiſter Mary was | | 
when ſhe began, and 1 boys I ſhould be ll 
_ equally attentive. ll 


' 
lll 
Was you in town laſt week ? me and my | 
ſiſter was, and papa took us to ſee Blue 
Beard, 


Were you in town laſt week? my ſiſter © 
and 1 were, when papa had the goodneſs 


a: Ul 
to take us with him ſeg Blue Beard. {i 


That's 


— — ͥ — — 


| 
\ l 
1 
il 
3# 
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"That's a pretty gound: Miſs Dawtons 


ſay they're going to wp theirſelves one 


like it. 


That is a pretty cotton your gown is 
made of: Miſs Dawſons ſay they are go- 
ing to buy ſome like it for themſelves. 


The French exerciſe books is in the 
cloſet. | 


The books for our F rench exerciſes are 
in the cloſet. 
| This room feels ſo cold, I am ſure the 
fire has not been long lit. 


I feel the cold ſo ſenſibly ſince I came 
into this room, I am ſure the fire has not 
been long lighted. 


0 


5 
Mama and I was raking a walk when 
you called to ſee me the other evening. 


Mama and I were taking a walk when 


you were kind enough to call on me the 


other evening. 


It was that there vw that moſt puſhed 


us down when we was croſſing. 


| There is the boy who puſhed ſo rudely 
againſt my ſiſter and L when we were 


croſſing the road. 1 ckought T ſhould 
have fallen down. 


” * to bring my n. bandler- 


cher. 


I have forgotten to bring * pocket 


Handerchie fe 


* 


I am 


* * een „ 0 » 


FR am red. 0 4d and Tam fo 
1 


- 3 4 
; \\ : 


I am very _ med: and l am alſo 
extremely n.. 


Do you walk mos ? 


P Ne 4s ? x 


Do you intend to walk ef 5 


S LS 1 &. 


Wa at a pretty Ouſe that is. © 55 Fe: 
What's pretty touſe 8 is. LIP 


5 The orſes was very 3 


c nn troubleſome. 


2 What a nice Gras that is on Mine 


back. 


What 


i | I — 
(600 ge 


What a good looking ſervo that is on 
horſeback. 


. 


They are the gloves you aſked for. 


There are the gloves which you aſked 
for. 


My ſhoes pinched me ſo, I walked in 
{ſuch miſery. 


My ſhoes are ſo tight, that | they cauſe 
me much pain when I walk 


Nothink teazes me ſo much, as the boys 


running after me on the road to beg half- 
pence for Guy Fox. 


There is nothing lo teazing as the boys 


Jy 
on the road on the «th of Nov ember, 


} 
|| 
3 begging — 


( wa) 
begg ging for halfpence to make a bonfire 
kor Guy Faux. 


| 


The young ladies 7s come : might I go 
with them 5 


The young ladies are come: may I 8⁰ 
with them? 


J do not love walking; nor me neither. 


I do not like walking; nor I neither. 


Had I been you, 1 *. have given 
her another anſwer. 


Had 1 . in your place T /hould have 
given her a very different anſwer. 
Wa 


Mama writ to my ſiſter laſt week. | 


Mama 


0 


Mama rote to my ſiſter laſt week. 
When does your brother go into the 
country? | 


He goes for good to-morrow, 


When does your brother go into the 
country ? 


He will fet out to-morrow. 
There's ſiſter Mary flippin and jumpin. 
There is fiſter Mary ripping and 


Jumping 


It is a long time ſince I ſaw Caroline: 


how thin ſhe has grown : don't you think 
ſo. 


1 2 | I had 


| ( 172 ) 
I bad not ſeen Caroline for ſome time, 
till laſt week. I think he is thinner than 
ſhe was : are you not of the ſame opi- 
nion. 


What a wall creature Miſs Benſon 15: 
J can't help hatin her. She is ſo proud of 
her dancin, coſs ſhe is praiſed for it. 


1 think Miſs Benſon very ill-natured, 
and I diſlike her on that account. She is 
proud of her good dancing, becauſe ſhe has 
been praiſed for it. 


I am going to work a neck-bandker- 
cher for my ſiſter. 


I am going to work a neck-kerchief tor 
my ſiſter. 


] was 


( 193 ) 


Ie, ſorry I vext you ; but you know: 


you began to quarrel firſt, 


I am ſorry that you imagine I intended 
to vex you. I think you were out of tem» 


per without cauſe, However, if I did of- 


fend you, I ſincerely beg your pardon. : 


Miſs Liſton has a beautiful voice. She 


ſings fo prertily. » 


Mifs Liſton has a charming voice. She | 
ings ſweetly, and with great taſte, 


I wiſh the Eaſter holidays was come. 


loves to ſee the crowds going to Green- 


wich. 


I wiſh the Eaſter holidays were began. 


I am much amuſed in looking at the crowds 
of people that are then going to Green- 
wich, 


„ He 


( 274 ) 
He is coming to town next week. 
He il come to town next week. 


I an ten years old next June. 


TI was nine years old laſt June. 


This 1s beautiful weather, and quite ac- 
ceptable after ſo. much rain. 


This is delightful weather. How beauti- 
fully clear and ſerene the ſky is. We 
have had.ſo much rain lately, that a little 
ſunſhine is truly acceptable. 


I Hates to walk on the roads in ſummer, 


the duſt choaks me ſo. 


I diſlike walking on the roads in ſum- 
mer, becauſe of the clouds of duſt flying, 
which ſometimcs have a very unpleaſant 
Wa. . 


We 


( 256 9) 
We go to Blackheath on Thurſday. 


We intend going to Blackheath on 
Thurſday. 


9 


How long do you intend to /op in the 


country? 


How long do you intend to fay or re- 
main in the country ?. | 


When did you ſee your ſiſter Mari- 
anne? I ſee her on Wedneſday ; for I went 
to Chelſea on purpoſe. 


24 2 her on Wedneſday: I went to 
Chelſea on that _ on purpole to pay her 


a viſit: 


Theſe pictures is very pretty. I ſhould 


never be tired looking at 'em. 


Theſe 


— 1 — " 
ed ” — ———— — — — 


(„ 
Theſe pictures are uncommonly pretty. 
I could amuſe myſelf for a long time in 
looking at them. 


I wiſh 1 might learn drawing; ; 4 Aud 
like it much. 


I wiſh I might be permitted to have 
inſtruftions from a drawing-maſter ; s 4 
hope I ſhould benefit by them, as I am at 
preſent very fond of Ketching w vith a 


pencil. 


They all eat very beds at Aaner 
yeſterday. 


They ate very heartily at dinner yeſ- 
terday. 


I. all like to go to Greenwich on Fri- 
day if the day is fine ns, for the 
water, 


] Should 


„„ 


T onld like to go Greenwich on Fri- 


day, provided the weather will admit of 


our going by water. 


TT 
ardened «= - hardened - 
meat 4 - wheat 
nympth = = nymph 
triumpth «ES, triumph 


at - habit 

readin = = reading 
ſpeakin - - ſpeaking 
walkin = — walking 


ſufferin « <= ſuffering 
dezign «= = deſign 
Wile - - . while 
beold = - behold 
 Tooſday - - Tueſday 


Jmgin < - finging 
Wi 


done gar 
will 
Vindor 
vitch 
fellor 
cretur 


7 
' 


obleege = 
afeard - 


= pinafore 


If I was = 
was 1 — 
though ſhe 7s 


afore <= 


Though he was 


if it is ſo <= 
werefore = 
ill convenient 


ſomeroheres 


howſever =- 


bigelf 
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_ vinegar 


though he were 


ſomewhere 
however 


himſelf 


will 
window 
which 
fellow 
creature 
oblige 
afraid 
pinbefore 
if I were 


were I 


though ſhe be 


before 
if it be ſo 


wherefore 


inconvenient 


attacęted 


 attackted - 
theirſelves = 


ancedole 


fortin— 
certin 


Hair 


- 


harm: 


tucreditable = 


ſperrit + 
mercee = 
charitee = 
falſelee = 

finceritee = 
ee 4 

know'd = 
nowheres - 
Whatſomever 


. 


themſelves 


certain 


ſpirit 


ſaw 


nowhere 


attacked 


anecdote 
fortune 


air 


incredible 


mercy 
charity 
falſely 
ſincerity 


whatſoever 
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